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CHAPTER  I 


INTRODUCTIOI 


This  Botirce  unit  has  been  prepared  according  to  the 
writer's  Interpretation  of  the  unit  method  as  presented  "by 
Dr.  Roy  0.  Blllett  In  his  course.  The  Unit  Method  of  Teach- 
ing, offered  at  Boston  University. 

The  terminology  and  the  organization  used  In  this  source 
unit  Is  Intended  to  conform  to  the  haslo  principles  of  unit 
organization  as  set  forth  In  Fundamentals  of  Secondary  School 



Teaching. 

The  source  unit  Is  not  a  teaching  unit.    A  teaching  unit 
Is  prepared  by  the  teacher  for  a  specific  class  and  for  a 
specific  teaching  learning  situation.    The  teaching  unit 
should  be  prepared  only  after  the  teacher  has  assembled  all 
available  facts  which  will  enable  him  to  know  each  pupil  as 
an  Individual  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  his  educative 
growth.    In  a  teaching  unit,  the  physical  make-up  of  the 
classroom  or  laboratory  should  be  considered  and  all  avail- 
able teaching  aids  should  be  utilized. 

The  source  unit  Is  prepared  with  the  specific  purpose 

1/  Roy  0.  Blllett,  Fundamentals  of  Secondary  School  Teach- 
ing.  Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  1940. 
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of  providing  teachers  with  a  well-organiaed  and  extensive 
body  of  useful  source  material  pertaining  to  a  specific  topic 
The  topic  may  limit  the  use  of  the  source  unit  material  to 
a  particular  subject  matter  field,  hut  it  does  not  necessari- 
ly follow  that  this  material  must  he  used  at  a  specific  grade 
level.    The  source  unit  is  not  prepared  for  a  definite  teach- 
ing learning  situation*    It  is,  rather,  a  source  from  which 
teachers  may  select  whole  blocks  of  material  or  receive  sug- 
gestions for  building  their  own  teaching  units.    The  source 
unit  is  organized  in  the  unit  foim  and  thus  provides  both 
form  and  content  to  teachers  preparing  teaching  units* 

This  source  unit  organization  of  the  topic  "Bases  of 
American  Government"  represents  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  writer  to  present  a  compilation  of  material  which  Social 
Studies  teachers  at  the  secondary  school  level  will  find 
useful  in  building  teaching  units* 

To  facilitate  its  use  as  a  source,  the  topic  has  been 
divided  into  three  "sub-units" , namely:  "Early  Foundations 
of  Our  Government",  "Significant  Attempts  Toward  Union  Pre- 
ceding the  Constitutional  Convention",  and  "The  Federal  Con- 
stitution."   Each  "sub-unit"  conforms  to  the  basic  principles 
of  unit  organization,  but  only  by  considering  the  source 
unit  as  a  whole  can  it  be  properly  evaluated* 

In  this  source  unit,  each  "sub-unit"  consists  of  two 
definitely  related  sequences:  "  a  sequence  of  teacher* s  goals 


stated  definitely  as  desired  elements  In  the  educatlye 
growth  of  the  pupils,  and  a  sequence  of  activities  and 


1/ 


experiences  to  help  the  pupils  achieve  the  desired  growth." 

2/ 

The  first  sequence  is  called  the  unit  of  learning"* 
and  contains  the  following  : 

A  ggJi^ral  statement  of  the  "sub-Tinit"  which  is 
a  statement  of  the  teacher's  immediate  goal, 
objective  or  purpose  which  the  pupils  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  acquire  via  the  experi- 
ence route.    It  is  not  for  the  pupil's  use,  but 
is  retained  by  the  teacher* 
2*    The  delimitation  of  the  "sub-unlt"ls  an  attempt 
to  delimit  the  unit,  or  in  other  words,  to 
establish  its  boundaries.    The  delimitation 
represents  the  lesser  learning  products  which 
are  part  of  the  unit  and  which  are  to  be  made 
the  direct  object  of  instruction  in  a  specific 
teaching  learning  situation.    The  delimitation, 
also,  is  only  for  the  teacher's  use. 
3.  The  indirect  learning  products  present  desired 
ideals,  attitudes    or  appreciations  toward  which 
the  knowledges  or  skills  whlc^,8wse  the  unit  and  its 
delimitation  will  contribute. 

1/  Roy  0.  Blllett,  op.  cit. ,  p. 460. 
iJ  Ibid.,  p. 140. 
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4*    The  bibliography  for  teacher's  use  is  a  selected 
list  of  sonrces  dealing  with  the  topic  which 
should  prove  valuable  to  the  teacher.  Each 
reference  contains  a  selected  bibliography  which 
the  teacher  might  desire  to  consult. 

1/ 

The  second  sequence  is  called  the  unit  assignment* 
It  is  the  general  plan  of  teacher-pupil  activity  and  contain! 
the  following  : 

1.  Introductory  activities  which  are  suggestions 
for  introducing  the  work  of  the  unit.    An  intro- 
ductory activity  provides  a  means  for  giving 
the  pupils  a  running  start  in  the  work  of  the 
unit. 

2.  Core  activities  represent  activities  in  which 
all  pupils  will  engage  directly  at  some  time, 
in  some  way,  and  to  some  extent.    These  activ- 
ities are  aimed  at  bringing  about  the  desired 
educative  growth  represented  by  the  delimitation. 

3.  Optional  related  activities  are  activities  which 
are  related  to  the  main  learning  product  which 
is  the  unit,  but  in  which  pupils  engage  solely 
because  they  want  to.    The  election  of  these 
activities  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
teacher  and  is  carried  out  under  his  guidance 
and  direction. 

4.  The  achievement  test  items  are  suggested  as  one 
technlquov   for  evaluating  the  progress  or  the 
achievement  of  each  pupil  in  the  area  represent- 
ed by  the  unit  and  its  delimitation.    They  are 
not  necessarily  used  for  marking  purposes. 

In  preparing  this  source  unit,  the  writer  has  attempted 

to  make  use  of  the  following  basic  educational  principles 

which  should  function  in  any  given  teaching  learning  situa- 

tion: 

1/  R.O.  Billett._o£.  cit.,  p. 175. 
2/  Ibid.,  Part  !• 

!♦    All  learning  is  the  result  of  behavior.    All  learning 
at  the  conscious  level  takes  place  with  reference  to 
some  goal* 

2.    Teaching  is  itself  guidance  and  direction  of  this 
behavior  which  may  result  in  learning. 

3*    All  learning  involves,  integration. 

4.  Individual  differences  are  always  present. 

5.  Learning  is  an  individual  matter,  but  takes  place 
better  in  a  group  setting. 

6.  Optimum  emotionalization  increases  learning. 

7.  Explicit  directions  stimulate  the  will  to  learn. 

8.  The  rotation  of  tasks  is  desirable. 

9.  Freedom  of  choice  should  be  provided. 

10.  Knowledge  of  progress  is  a  powerful  incentive. 

11.  An  opportunity  to  apply  or  use  that  which  has  been 
learned  should  be  provided. 

To  the  teacher  desiring  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of 
this  source  unit,  the  writer  suggests  that  the  following  out- 
line be  followed. 

1.  Compile  all  available  information  concerning  the 
pupils  for  whom  you  are  preparing  a  teaching  unit  which  will 
enable  you  to  know  each  pupil  as  an  individual  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  his  educative  growth.    The  equipment  of  the 
classroom  or  laboratory  and  the  available  teaching  materials 
also  should  be  considered. 

2.  Make  a  detailed  study  of  the  source  unit. 

3.  From  the  unit  of  learning  of  each  "sub-unit",  select 


■I 


those  goals  ,  or  objectives  contained  in  the  delimitation 
which  you  consider  will  he  most  usefxil  in  your  specific 
teaching  learning  situation.    You  may  desire  to  rearrange 
or  add  to  the  material  found.    The  references  for  teachers 
should  prove  helpful  in  this  respect. 

4.    From  the  unit  assignment,  select  one  introductory 
exercise  from  the  list  provided  which  best  meets  your  needs* 
Select  the  activities,  in  which  you  desire  to  have  all  the 
pupils  engage,  from  the  list  of  core  activities.  Under 
the  optional  related  activities,  you  will  find  suggestions 
for  individual  and  group  work  which  the  students  may  select 
under  your  guidance. 

5«    Prepare  your  "bibliography  for  the  students'  use 
from  those  provided  in  the  "sub-units",  but  do  not  include 
references  which  will  not  be  made  available  to  your  students 

6«    Add  to  the  material  taken  from  this  source  unit, 
such  materials  as  you  feel  will  improve  your  teaching  learn- 
ing situation. 
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CHAPTER  II 

"SUB-UHIT"  OEE 
"EARIY  FOUITDATIOITS  OP  OUR  G07ERNMEHT'* 

General  statement  of  the  imit. —  Man  invented  government 
that  it  might  serve  his  needs.    The  strength  and  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  American  federal  system  are  deeply  rooted  in 
the  colonial  and  English  past. 

Delimitation  of  the  tinit.— 

1.  To  a  marked  degree  individuals  and  groups  of  individ- 
uals are  dependent  one  upon  another. 

2.  Interdependence  in  group  life  necessitates  coopera- 
tion even  among  primitive  peoples. 

3.  Government  arose  to  secure  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  individuals  within  society  for  their  mutual  benefit 
and  protection. 

4.  Government  itself  may  "be  described  as  the  agency 
through  which  the  groups  or  social  mind  expresses  itself. 
It  is  the  machinery  which  is  established  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  group  affairs. 

5*    A  function  of  government  is  to  make  it  easy  for  the 
people  to  do  good  and  difficult  for  them  to  do  evil. 
Self  government  is  the  best. 

6.  Human  needs  are  at  the  base  of  all  true  government. 

7.  The  township,  the  county,  the  state,  and  the  United 
States  have  peace  and  order  beeftsse  they  have  govern- 
ments to  secure  them. 

8.  A  state  may  be  considered  as  an  independent  group 

of  people  living  in  a  certain  area  under  a  definite  form 
of  government,  whose  affairs  are  regulated  by  means  of 
laws  and  customs  accepted  by  the  group. 

!  -7- 

9.    History  discloses  various  differences  in  the  frame- 
work of  states  as  well  as  many  variations  in  types  of 
government  attempted* 

10.  It  is  not  the  fact  that  institutions  are  formally 

)  set  up  in  a  written  document  that  insures  their  security, 

but  rather  their  suitability  to  the  needs  and  desires  of 
the  people  and  their  adaptability  to  changing  needs. 

11.  American  democracy  has  been  developing  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years. 

12.  The  early  colonists  brought  the  seeds  of  democratic 
ideas  to  America  from  England  where  the  ideas  had  been 
slowly  developing  for  over  four  hundred  years  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  English  settlers  in  America. 

1S«    In  brief,  the  democratic  ideas  brought  to  this  country 
by  early  colonists  might  be  called  the  "rights  of  English- 
men." 

a*    The  first  of  these  is  the  Magna  Charta  (1215) 
which  limited  the  Zing's  power  and  among  other 
things,  established  the  valuable  right  of  trial 
by  Jury  or  trial  by  one's  fellow  citizens. 

b.    The  second  victory  for  the  growing  democratic 
Ideal  came  in  the  Petition  of  Right  (1628)  in 
which  the  King  surrendered  certain  powers  to 
Parliament,  including  the  right  to  lay  and  to 
collect  taxes. 

0*    The  third  victory  came  with  the  Bill  of  Rights 
(1689)  under  which  the  Parliament  was  to  have 
greater  power  than  the  Zing  and  Parliament  could 
govern  only  with  the  consent  of  the  voters  who 
elected  Parliament. 

14.    The  distance  from  England  and  the  independent  spirit 
of  the  settlers  who  were  struggling  to  build  a  new  life 
in  a  new  country  helped  to  encourage  new  ideas.    These  new 
ideas  represent  the  slow  but  steady  growth  of  democracy 
in  colonial  America. 

a»    "little  Parliaments"  were  eventually  established 
in  each  colony  after  years  of  struggle  which 
^  further  aided  to  keep  alive  the  idea. 


14«  f  oontlntied) 

b.    The  representative  assemblies  or  "little  Parlia- 
ments" were  the  early  seeds  of  demooracy  in 
America* 

0.    The  Maiflower  Compact  in  practice  was  the  first 
pure  ^'democracy  in  America. 

d.    The  settlers  who  established  themselves  in  the 
Connecticut  Valley  assumed  control  of  their  own 
affairs  and  drew  up  the  famous  "Fundamental 
Orders  of  Connecticut."    This  document  has  been 
called  the  first  written  constitution  known  to 
history  that  created  a  government. 

e*    The  legislative  assembly  became  important  centers 
where  the  believers  in  the  democratic  way  could 
make  speeches  and  fight  the  oligarchy  in  other 
ways» 

15*    The  British  Parliament  had  a  legal  right  to  pass  laws 
necessary  to  control  the  colonies  and  to  enforce  mercan- 
tilism* 

a.  Conflicts  developed  between  the  power  of  the 
English  Parliament  and  the  power  of  the  colonial 
assemblies* 

b.  The  assemblies  desired  to  keep  what  powers  they 
had  gained  and  constantly  strived  to  increase 
their  powers. 

16»    The  local  government  within  the  various  ool6nies 
differed  in  form  as  it  developed. 

a*    In  Uew  England,  the  town  became  the  unit  of 
local  self  government. 

b«  The  southern  parish  or  county  became  the  chief 
form  of  local  government  in  the  Southern  colo- 
nies* 

c.  In  the  middle  colonies  the  chief  form  of  local 
government  was  generally  the  town  or  county 
government  with  the  powers  divided  between  them# 
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17 •    The  free  olmroh  in  a  free  country  became  the  American 
ideal  during  these  years  of  colonial  development. 

&•    The  complete  separation  of  church  and  state  is 
first  found  in  the  colony  founded  "by  Roger 
Williams, 

b»    This  principle  spread,  through  the  years,  through- 
out the  colonies,  and  became  a  fundamental  right 
guaranteed  every  citizen  when  it  was  later  in- 
cluded in  the  first  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

18.  During  the  colnliial  period,  voting  remained  chiefly 
the  privilege  of  the  landholders. 

19.  Office  holding  was  quite  generally  a  privilege  held 
by  those  who  had  fairly  large  fortunes. 

20.  The  spirit  of  liberalism  and  democracy  during  the 
colonial  period  was  strengthened,  but  it  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  about  a  complete  separation  from  the  old 
world  customs  and  traditions. 

21.  The  political  traditions  of  the  colonies  in  their 
major  outlines,  became  the  foundation  for  the  later  govern- 
ment of  the  union. 

22.  Many  Americans  learned  to  practice  and  to  think  about 
the  arts  of  government. 

a.  They  acquired  training  in  drawing  up  bills  and 
resolutions  expressing  their  grievances,  ideals, 
and  demands. 

b.  They  learned  to  defend  the  projects  they  favored 
upon  the  floor  of  their  assemblies,  to  argue 
with  their  opponents,  and  to  carry  on  business 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  parliamentary 
law. 

0.    As  members  of  legislatures,  they  insisted  on 
having  and  exercising  certain  powers  of  govern- 
ment which  were  considered  by  colonists  as  basic 
to  liberty  and  self  government. 

23.  fliere  were  endless  controversies  within  each  colony 
over  the  major  issues  of  representation,  taxation,  defense 
against  the  Indians,  the  disposition  of  western  lands,  and 
matters  of  local  government  which  provided  the  Americans 
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83. (continued) 

with  experienoe  In  debating,  lawmaking,  and  law  en- 
forcement. 

24.  The  management  of  intercolonial  and  foreign  affairs 
was  the  complete  monopoly  of  the  British  government. 


Indirect  Learning  Products:* 

1»    The  ability  to  gather  information  from  reading,  inter- 
views, and  observation. 

2.    The  ability  to  assemble  and  organisse  material  to 

solve  problems  and  to  present  this  material  in  both 
oral  and  written  form. 

3»    The  ability  to  think  critically  about  his  government. 

4.  An  interest  in  the  affairs  of  our  government  based 
upon  knowledge. 

5.  An  attitude  of  concern  for  improving  his  government. 

6.  An  appreciation  of  some  of  the  many  problems  of 
government. 

7.  Recognition  of  the  service  given  the  community,  state, 
and  nation  by  public  officials  and  the  need  for 
strengthening  this  service. 

8.  Acquire  an  interest  in  problems  of  school  government. 

9«  Become  appreciative  of  the  advantages  derived  through 
group  activity  which  includes  pooling  and  sharing  the 
results. 


Considered  to  be  the  same  for  each  "sub-unit." 
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Sn'b-unlt  One 
Unit  Assignment 
*Introduotory  Aotlvlties; 

!•    Obtain  a  copy  of  the  Magna  Charta.    Read  it  to  the 
class  and  through  group  discussion  try  to  interpret  its 
provisions.    Attempt  to  "bring  out  from  members  what  they 
know  of  its  importance  or  relationship  to  English  and 
American  history.    The  discussion  should  lead  into  the 
work  of  the  unit, 

2*    Obtain  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  organization  and 
by-laws  of  the  Student  Council.    If  possible,  provide 
each  member  of  the  class  with  a  copy.    Have  them  examine 
it  carefully  to  determine  the  following  : 

a.  Purpose 

b.  leed 

c.  Officers 

d.  How  organized 

e.  Source  of  authority 

f.  Is  it  democratic  ? 

Through  discussion  by  members  of  the  class  determine  if  : 

a.  It  functions  according  to  its  purpose  ? 

b.  What  services  does  it  provide  ? 

c.  What  value  is  it  to  its  members  ? 

d.  Is  it  necessary  ? 

The  teacher  should  be  able  to  capitalize  on  the  interest 
created. 

3.    By  means  of  a  few  carefully  selected  leading  ques- 
tions, determine  from  the  students  what  they  believe  to 
be  the  functions  of  government.    Have  them  use  examples 

familiar  to  their  everyday  life.  This  might  well  be  used 
*See  introductory  activities  in  "Sub-units  "  2  and  3. 
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3«  (continued)  as  a  stlmultis  for  the  work  of  the  unit. 
4»    Ask  members  of  the  class  to  cite  some  contact  which 
they  have  had  with  a  governmental  service  that  day. 
UumeroTis  questions  should  he  raised,  such  as, "How  does 
government  provide  these  services  ?  "    "How  are  the 
officials  chosen?    Are  these  services  necessary?"  There 
are  real  possibilities  here  for  the  teacher  who  knows 
his  students  and  is  capable  as  a  group  discussion  leader. 

5.  Perhaps  your  community  is  one  in  which  the  local 
history  has  been  collected  in  available  sources;  if  so, 
read  to  the  class  the  story  of  the  first  establishment 
of  government  in  that  area.    Use  this  as  a  basis  for 
class  discussion  resulting  in  some  conclusions  in  regard 
to: 

a.    Reasons  for  providing  a  form  of  government. 
b»    What  the  early  foxmders  expected  of  their 
government. 

o.    Procedure  necessary  for  this  establish- 
ment* 

d«    The  officers  needed  and  the  methoff  of 
selectiono 

e.  Points  of  contrast  with  present  government. 

f.  Importance  of  government  as  a  topic  for 
study. 

6.  Prepare  a  short  objective  test  on  information  and 
attitudes  regarding  our  government.    The  test  items  will 
serve  as  the  subject  for  comment  and  expressions  which 
will  lead  to  a  discussion  of  the  problem  in  general.  This 
test  might  well  serve  as  a  pre-test  to  eliminate  material 
already  known. 
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Core  Aotlvitles; 

(#  Items  marked#  may  well  "be  used  as  individnal  or  group 
activities ) • 

1«  If  you  were  absolutely  independent  of  all  other  individ- 
uals, explain  what  necessities  and  pleasures  you  might  have. 

2.  The  failure  of  just  one  individual  can  "be  a  very  seriouE 
matter  to  thousands  of  people.    Explain,  using  what  you 
consider  to  be  the  best  example,  the  implications  of  this 
statement  to  your  daily  life. 

3.  What  is  government  ?  How  does  it  affect  individuals  and 
groups  in  daily  affairs  ? 

4.  What  are  some  of  the  duties  of  individuals  and  groups 
with  respect  to  society  as  a  whole  ?    Does  society  control 
the  actions  of  individuals  and  groups  ?    If  so,  how  ? 
Select  a  group  of  which  you  are  a  member  to  use  as  an  ex- 
ample .^^-^^ 

5.  Write  a  paper  or  prepare  a  three-minute  talk  giving 
an  account  of  a  day  in  your  life  emphasizing  the  way  in 
which  governments  serve  you.    Arrange  with  the  teacher 
the  manner  and  time  this  will  be  presented. 

6«    What  public  services  are  supplied  by  the  local,  state, 
and  national  governments  in  your  community  ?    Which  of 
these  services  affects  you  and  your  family  ?    Are  these 
services  necessary  ?    Explain  your  answer. 

7.  What  is  a  law  ?    Why  does  society  create  laws  ? 

8.  What  is  the  difference  between  liberty  and  license  ? 
Cite  examples. 


9m    Are  law  enforoement  officers  necessary  ?    Why  or  why 
not  ? 

10«    What  should  "be  done  with  laws  which  do  not  seem  good 
for  the  majority  of  the  people  ?    And  why  ? 
11.    Divide  the  articles  you  use  every  day  into  three 
classes:  (a)  those  which  you  make  yourself;  (b)  those 
which  you  could  learn  to  make  yourself;  fc)  those  which 
you  could  not  possibly  make  for  yourself.    What  conclusion 
do  you  draw  as  to  the  extent  of  your  dependence  on  others  ? 
12 •    Write  out  your  own  definition  of  government  and  read 
it  to  the  class.    Explain  why  you  included  what  you  did. 

13.  What  are  the  functions  and  purposes  of  primitive 
government  ?    How  do  they  differ  from  the  functions  and 
purposes  of  our  modem  governments  ?    How  do  you  explain 
these  differences  ? 

14.  Can  you  find  an  example  of  a  law  that  increases  the 
liberty  of  the  sum  total  of  individuals  by  reducing  the 
liberty  of  a  few  ?    Do  you  consider  this  a  good  law  ? 
Wliy  or  why  not  ? 

#15.    Government  is  applied  under  such  systems  as  absolute 
monarchy,  limited  monarchy,  aristocracy,  democracy,  modem 
dictatorship,  etc.    What  are  some  outstanding  characteris- 
tics of  each  system  ?    What  rights  would  you  as  an  individ- 
ual have  under  each  ?    Be  prepared  to  report  to  the  class 
under  which  system  you  would  prefer  to  live. 
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16»    Wljy  does  government  provide  certain  services  ?  Will 
these  services  increase  or  decrease  in  the  future  ?    Why  ? 

#  17*    Prepare  a  list  of  the  "rights  of  Englishmen"  brought 
to  this  country  by  the  English  colonists. 

#  18.    What  was  the  Magna  Charta  and  why  is  it  considered 
importjLnt  to  the  study  of  popular  government  ? 

19.    Specifically,  what  provisions  of  the  Magna  Charta  were 
held  by  the  early  colonists  to  be  their  rights  ? 

#  20.    Consult  a  history  of  Europe  or  some  other  reference 
from  the  bibliography  provided  you  and  prepare  a  report 
on  the  ancient  theory  of  "divine  right  of  kings."    Make  a 
comparison  of  this  theory  with  the  modern  concept  of  the 
right  of  the  people  to  rule. 

#21.    What  powers  were  surrendered  by  the  Zing  of  England 
to  the  English  Parliament  in  the  petition  of  Right  in  1628  ? 
What  precedent  did  this  act  establish  among  English-speak- 
ing people  ? 

#22.    What  democratib  principles  may  be  traced  to  the  English 
Bill  of  Rights  of  1689  ?    Cite  an  instance  in  our  colonial 
past  where  these  principles  were  being  demanded  by  the 
colonists. 

23.  How  did  the  distance  from  England  affect  the  demand 
for  local  rule  among  the  colonists  ? 

24.  What  is  meant  by  the  term  "English  common  law"  ?  What 
were  some  of  the  basic  principles  which  were  brought  to 
this  country  by  early  English  colonists  ? 


25.    It  lias  "been  said  that  the  theory  of  merceoitillsiB 
affected  the  attitude  of  the  English  government  toward  the 
t3rpe  of  government  in  her  colonies.    What  proof  can  you 
find  to  illustrate  or  support  this  statement  ? 
26 •    How  did  the  colonial  merchants  react  toward  the  English 
governing  policy  ?    Can  you  explain  why  the  colonial  mer- 
chants reacted  so  strongly  ?    Identify  several  of  the  lead- 
ers* 

27.    What  instance  can  you  find  of  the  frontiers  affecting 
the  spirit  of  opposition  toward  England  ? 
28«    Prepare  a  list  of  the  influences  which  tended  to  "bind 
the  colonists  together  to  present  a  common  front  to  the 
mother  country*    Prepare  a  second  list  showing  the  causes 
for  many  colonists  remaining  loyal  to  the  mother  country. 

29,  What  is  meant  by  the  statement  that  laws  interfering 
with  trade  and  industry  meant  much  more  to  the  colonists 
than  any  abstract  discussion  of  the  principles  of  repre- 
sentation ?    Can  you  find  instances  to  support  this  state- 
ment ?    Do  you  agree  with  it  ? 

30.  What  were  the  chief  religious  denominations  in  the 
colonies  ?    What  forces  tended  to  encourage  the  development 
of  religious  liberty  ? 

31.    Select  one  of  the  thirteen  colonies  and  investigate 
its  government  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  period  to  de- 
termine the  chief  "democratic  "  features  which  it  con- 
tained* 
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#58»    Select  one  of  the  thirteen  colonies  and  Investigate  Its 
government  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  period  to  determine  the 
outstanding  practices  which  were  not  "democratic"  according  to 
our  present-day  standards. 

33#    Plnd  Instances  where  colonial  legislatures  attempted  to 
restrict  royal  or  parliamentary  Interference.    Were  the  colonial 
legislatures  justified  In  these  attempts  ? 
#34*    Compile  a  list  of  the  features  of  colonial  government 
which  had  an  enduring  Influence  on  American  government ♦  Be 
prepared  to  support  your  selection. 

#35.    Study  the  facts  covering  Bacon's  Rebellion  In  Virginia. 
What  seems  to  he  the  significance  of  this  event  to  the  work 
of  this  unit  ? 

#36.    Prepare  a  list  of  the  political  Ideas  and  social  prac- 
tices which  grew  out  of  the  popular  assembly  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

#37.    Prepare  a  special  report  on  one  of  the  following:  the 
Fundamental  Orders  of  Connecticut;  the  lew  Kngland  Confedera- 
tion or  the  Work  of  the  Albany  Congress.    Include  Instances 
or  facts  which  you  feel  had  some  effect  or  Influence  In  the 
organization  of  our  present  system  of  government.  Consult 
with  the  teacher  before  starting  your  report. 
38.    What  was  the  most  common  requirement  for  voting  through- 
out the  colonies  during  the  colonial  period  ?    What  are  your 
own  opinions  concerning  such  a  system  ? 

39.    Dlstlngttish  "between  the  three  types  of  government  fotind 
In  the  English  oolonles.    Mention  a  colony  of  eaoh  type* 
Which  type  was  the  most  common  Ijy  the  close  of  the  colonial 
period  ? 

40 •  Why  is  the  town  meeting  frequently  cited  as  an  example 
of  "pure"  democracy  ?  In  what  colonies  was  this  system  in 
wide  use  ? 

41 •    What  was  the  unit  of  local  government  in  the  middle 
colonies  ?    In  the  Southern  colonies  ? 

48 •    Investigate  euid  report  on  the  origin,  purpose,  and 
organization  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia. 

43.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  charter  of  the  Maesaohuset 
Bay  colony,  who  was  given  the  power  to  govern  the  colony  ? 
What  change  occurred  in  the  organization  during  the  colonial 
period  ?    What  do  you  consider  the  significance  of  this 
change  in  organization  ? 

44,  How  well  did  the  frontier  regions  fare  in  the  colonial 
method  of  representation  in  the  assemblies  ?    Use  specific 
examples  in  your  answer* 

45*    Can  you  show  how  the  colonial  assemblies,  in  their 
power  of  the  purse,  had  a  weapon  of  control  over  the  Royal 
governors  ?    How  did  the  colonial  assemblies  happen  to  have 
control  of  the  purse  ? 

46.    What  was  the  status  of  the  church  in  the  colony  founded 

by  Roger  Williams  in  Rhode  Island  ?    How  was  this  different 

from  the  status  of  the  church  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
colony  ?  
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47.    How  did  the  end  of  the  French  and  Indian  War  affect  the 

need  for  colonial  union  ? 
#48»    Prepare  a  list  of  the  principal  points  of  disputes  or 
differences  which  divided  the  colonies.    What  forces  tended 
to  draw  them  into  special  groups  rather  than  into  one  large 
unit  ? 

#49*    Cite  instances  where  the  power  of  the  English  Parliament 
was  challenged  by  the  colonial  assemblies.    Was  this  legal  ? 
#50.    Select  one  Hew  England  colony,  one  middle  colony,  and 
one  southern  colony  and  report  on  the  qualifications  for 
holding  office  in  the  governments  of  each.    Do  you  consider 
that  the  majority  of  people  in  each  of  these  colonies  were 
truly  represented  ?    Support  your  answer  with  facts. 

51.  The  statement  has  been  made  that,  "the  legislative 
assemblies  became  important  centers  where  the  people  who 
believed  in  the  democratic  way  could  make  speeches  and  fight 
the  oligarchy  in  other  ways."    What  evidence  can  you  find 
during  the  colonial  period  that  offers  proof  to  substantiate 
this  statement  ? 

52.  The  colonial  assemblies  were  not  willing  to  give  up 
what  powers  they  had  gained  during  the  colonial  years.  What 
were  some  of  these  powers  ?    Why  were  the  assemblies  unwill- 
ing to  give  up  some  of  these  powers  ? 

53.  Select  five  men  whom  you  consider  to  have  played  out- 
standing roles  in  the  development  of  American  democracy  dur- 
ing the  colonial  period.  List  the  important  contributions 
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53.  f  contlnnea)  wMoh  yon  consider  each  made.    Be  ready  to 
support  your  selection  against  other  selections  made  hy  other 
members  of  the  class. 


Optional  Related  Activities; 

1»    Prom  the  many  services  provided  us  hy  our  local,  state, 
and  Federal  governments  select  one  to  serve  as  a  topic  for 
a  debate  to  be  presented  before  the  class  or  possibly  as  an 
assembly  program.    Consult  with  the  teacher  for  further  in- 
formation and  help  in  organizing  the  topic. 
2«    Consult  a  copy  of  your  state  constitution.    From  the 
preamble,  determine  the  purposes  of  your  state  government. 
Report  your  findings  to  the  class. 

3.  Obtain  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  organization  and  by-laws 
of  the  student  council.    Examine  it  carefully  keeping  the 
following  points  in  mind  as  aids  in  helping  you  to  evaluate 
It. 

a*  Purpose 
b*  Need 

c.  Officers 

d.  How  is  it  organized  ?  Is  it  democratic  ? 

e.  What  is  the  source  of  its  authority  ? 

f.  Is  its  authority  limited?  If  so,  by  whom  ? 

g.  Does  it  have  a  written  body  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions ? 

hm    Does  it  function  according  to  its  purpose  ? 
i.    What  services  does  it  provide  ? 
J.    What  value  is  it  to  its  members  ? 

4.  Prepare  to  tell  the  class  concerning  the  lawmaking  among 
the  ancient  civilizations.    Refer  to  Hammurabi's  Code,  the 
Roman  Code,  Justinian's  Code.    These  are  suggestions  to  get 


r 


5 


4.  foontlnned)  jon  started*    Try  to  find  additional  sotirces. 
What  evidence  oan  you  find  that  these  early  laws  affected 
onr  present  form  of  government  and  legal  code  ? 

5,  Consnlt  a  copy  of  the  Mayflower  Compact  drawn  up  by  the 
Pilgrims.    What  important  step  toward  greater  democracy  does 
this  represent  ? 

6«  Keep  a  diary  covering  a  day  in  your  life.  Uote  particu- 
larly the  ways  in  which  the  various  governments  served  you 
during  the  day  and  the  part  you  played  in  group  and  eommunity| 
life.  What  conclusions  are  possible  concerning  the  dependenqp 
or  idependence  of  an  individual  in  our  present-day  society  ? 
?•  Visit  the  local  health  department  or  health  officer  to 
find  out  the  many  things  done  to  protect  your  health.  De- 
termine the  number  of  employees,  annual  cost  to  the  tax- 
payers, services  rendered  society,  and  the  history  of  the 
department. .  Do  you  consider  these  services  necessary  ? 
Explain  your  answer.  Such  services  were  not  provided  the 
people  in  our  early  colonial  period.  Why  are  they  provided 
today  ?  Be  prepared  to  present  your  findings  and  conclusions 
to  the  class  in  the  form  of  an  oral  report* 
8«  Suggested  topic  for  a  written  report:-  "Why  government 
is  more  important  to  me  than  to  the  pioneers  of  the  colonial 
period." 

9.    What  does  your  father  pay  in  property  taxes  each  year  ? 
Make  a  list  of  every  means  of  protection  to  property  pro- 
vided by  the  government.    Would  it  pay  your  father  to  have 


9«  (continued)  local  taxes  and  local  governmental  services 

abolished  ?    What  are  your  conclusions  ? 
10«    How  do  economic  development  and  political  development 
depend  upon  each  other  ?    What  examples  can  you  find  from 
your  own  community  to  use  as  illustrations  for  your  answer  ? 

11.  The  increased  comfort  secured  by  our  high  degree  of 
specialization  has  a  price-  a  loss  of  independence.  What 
has  the  government  to  do  with  these  facts  ?    How  does  this 
affect  you  and  your  family  ?    Is  the  loss  of  independence 
Justified  ? 

12.  What  standards  or  rules  can  you  suggest  to  test  the 
value  of  any  governmental  activity  ?    Of  any  governmental 
regulation  of  business  ?    Make  use  of  specific  examples  from 
our  present  society. 

13.  The  Dutch  patroon  system,  the  colonial  proprietorships, 
and  the  southern  plantation  system  have  often  been  character- 
ized as  aristocracies.    What  are  a  few  of  the  principal  ele- 
ments of  an  aristocratic  government  ?    How  well  do  you  think 
it  fits  into  modem  social  organizations  ? 

14.  Make  a  special  investigation  of  religious  toleration 
in  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania.  Be 
prepared  to  present  your  findings  and  conclusions  to  the 
class  in  a  three  to  five-minute  oral  report. 

15o    What  methods  of  voting  for  members  of  the  colonial  legis- 
latures were  used  during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen- 
turies ?    Compare  your  findings  with  the  method  of  voting 
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15«  f continued )  used  today  In  this  state. 

16.    Dramatize  a  debate  between  colonial  leaders  and  one  of 
the  noted  English  governors. 

17»    There  are  many  historical  novels  concerned  with  the 
colonial  period.    If  you  think  you  might  like  to  read  one 
of  these,  ask  the  teacher  for  the  list  which  is  available. 
Other  books  may  be  substituted  with  the  approval  of  the 
teacher. 

18.  Some  particular  individual  during  this  period  may  arouse 
your  curiosity  or  interest  to  the  point  where  you  desire  to 
learn  more  about  him.    Come  up  and  discuss  the  matter  with 
the  teacher,  if  you  are  unable  to  find  the  information  you 
need. 

19.  Education  is  essential  to  any  form  of  democratic  govern- 
ment.   What  Importance  was  attached  to  formal  education  in 
the  various  colonies  during  this  period  ?    What  generaliza- 
tions can  be  made  from  the  evidence  available  ?    Be  prepared 
to  present  a  three-minute  summary  of  your  findings  in  an 
oral  talk  before  the  class. 


Achievement  Teat  Items: 

Read  the  following  statements  and  determine  whether  you 
consider  them  to  be  true  or  false.    If  you  believe  the  state- 
ment as  given  to  be  false , draw  a  circle  around  the  number  of 
the  item.    If  you  believe  the  statement  to  be  true  >  draw  an 
"Z"  through  the  number  of  the  item. 


1»    Democracy,  as  a  form  of  government,  originated  in  England. 

2,  By  the  provisions  of  the  Magna  Charta,  the  common  people 
of  England  were  given  the  right  to  vote. 

3.  Many  of  the  traditions  of  our  American  democracy  are  in- 
herited from  the  English. 

4#    The  terms  democracy  and  republic  mean  the  same  thing. 

5.  Government  is  the  machinery  which  is  established  for  the 
purpose  of  regalating  group  affairs. 

6.  A  written  constitution  insures  the  security  of  the  in- 
stitutions it  establishes. 

7.  American  democracy  has  been  developing  for  more  than  three 
hundred  years. 

8.  The"rights  of  Englishmen"  refers  to  their  legal  title  to 
America* 

9.  In  the  Petition  of  Rightfl628),  the  English  Parliament 
was  given  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 

10.  The  Mayflower  Compact  represents  pure  democracy  at  work. 

11.  Parliament  refers  to  a  legislative  assembly. 

12.  The  Fundamental  Orders  of  Connecticut  was  a  written  docu- 
ment that  created  a  government. 

13.  The  representative  assemblies    in  the  colonies  have  been 
called  the  "little  parliaments." 

14.  The  form  of  local  government  was  the  same  throughout  the 
colonies  during  the  colonial  period. 

16.    The  complete  separation  of  church  and  state  is  first  found 
in  the  Virginia  colony. 


16.    During  the  colonial  period,  voting  remained  chiefly  the 
privilege  of  the  landholders. 

17 •    The  settlers  had  an  opportunity  to  practice  the  arts  of 
government  during  the  colonial  period. 

18.  The  English  Parliament  wanted  the  Americans  to  manage 
the  intercolonial  affairs. 

19.  The  Americans  helieved  that  their  assemblies  should  have 
the  power  to  tax. 

20.  Nathaniel  Bacon  was  a  leader  in  the  movement  for  complete 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

21.  The  town  meeting  was  typical  to  Hew  England. 

22.  Liherallsm  and  conservatism  mean  the  same  when  used  in 
connection  with  politics. 

23.  Some  laws  increase  the  liberty  of  the  sum  total  of  indi- 
viduals by  reducing  the  liberty  of  a  few. 

24.  Aristocracy  refers  to  a  government  by  persons  of  high 
social  rank. 

25.  The  frontier  regions  were  adequately  represented  in  their 
assemblies. 

26.  In  our  daily  life,  we  are  affected  by  local,  state,  and 
national  laws. 

27.  The  early  colonists  considered  they  had  certain  rights 
among  which  was  the  right  to  trial  by  jury. 

28.  There  were  three  distinct  types  of  government  in  the 
English  colonies. 

29.  Colonial  assemblies  had  no  control  over  the  Royal  gov- 
ernors. 

30.  The  towwmeeting  is  often  called  an  example  of  pure 
democracy. 

31.  The  colonial  assembly  considered  control  of  the  purse 
to  be  their  right. 

32.  The  American  frontier  life  tended  to  strengthen  the 
spirit  of  individual  rights  among  the  settlers. 


33»    Colonial  assemblies  challenged  the  power  of  the  English 
Parliament. 

34.    Provision  was  made  in  the  first  Virginia  charter  for  a 
general  assembly. 

35 •    Representative  government  in  early  Massachusetts  was 
theocratic. 

36.    Bacon's  Rebellion  represented  a  struggle  between  those 
who  wanted  more  democracy  and  those  who  did  not. 

37*    Theocratic  government  means  government  under  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  King. 

38.  The  people  In  the  royal  colonies  elected  the  royal 
govenment. 

39.  Everyone  in  the  colonies  believed  in  the  need  for  more 
suffrage. 

40.  Today  government  provides  far  more  services  for  the 
people  than  was  provided  in  the  colonial  period. 

41.  The  town  meeting  is  still  the  common  form  of  local  govern- 
ment in  our  Uew  England  cities. 

42.  The  right  to  vote  was  one  of  the  "rights"  which  every 
Englishman  had  enjoyed  in  England. 

43*    Our  local  taxes  are  returned  to  us  in  the  form  of  servicer 

44.  Freedom  of  religion  was  a  right  guaranteed  all  colonists 
in  America. 

45.  The  Dutch  patroon  system  was  an  example  of  a  democratic 
form  of  government. 

46.  As  our  social  order  becomes  more  complex,  we  lose  some 
of  our  independence. 

47.  Many  of  our  democratic  principles,  which  we  enjoy  today, 
originated  during  the  colonial  period. 

48.  In  a  representative  democracy,  the  people  take  a  direct 
role  in  the  government. 

49.  True  democracy  exists  in  our  large  cities  of  the  present 
day. 

50*    In  our  form  of  democracy,  the  leaders  are  dependent  upon 
the  people. 
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MATCHIITG 

Below  are  two  columns  of  items.    You  are  to  select  the 
item  from  column  II  which  you  think  best  matches  in  meaning 
ftn  item  in  column~T.  Place  the  number  of  the  item  selected 
Trom  column  11^  in  The  space  provided  at  the  left  of  column  I^, 


A  COLUMiy  I 

-«--  "English  common  law" 

  Bill  of  Rights 

- —  Fundamental  Orders 
— -  Mayflower  Compact 
— -  House  of  Burgesses 
••—  Town  meeting 
—  Suffrage 

Representative  assembly 


coLum  II 

1.  Customs  and  habits  of  people 

2.  Hardships 

3.  Rhode  Island 

4.  Parliamentary  supremacy 
5*  Magna  Charta 

6«  Connecticut 

?•  Virginia 

8.  Landholding 

9»  Little  parliament 

10.  Plymouth 

11.  Local  government 


B 


COLUffl  I 


Proprietary 

—  Majority 

— -  Mercantilism 

—  Parish 

—  Veto 
Minority 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 


COLUM  II 

Church 

More  than  two-thirds 

Frontier 

Trade 

Void 

Local  government 
Approve 

More  than  one-half 

Less  than  one-half 
2ype  of  colony 
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COMPIETIOir 

Complete  the  following  sentences  using  the  word  or  words 
Aecessary  to  oomplete  best  the  thought  involved.    PMoe  your 
answer  in  the  space  provided  at  the  left  of  each  item. 


■  1»    The  legislative  body  of  the  English  govern- 

ment most  nearly  corresponding  to  our 
House  of  Representatives  is — 

2.    The  belief  in  the  is  the  essence  of 

democratic  government. 

'3*    In  a  democracy,  the  power  and  control 

recognized  in  the  government  is  given  to 
it  by  the  . 

'  4»    All  individuals  and  groups  are   

upon  one  another. 

■  5.    Roger  Williams  founded  the  first  colony 

in  which  the  and  government  were 

separate. 

'  6.    Intercolonial  affai*8    were  managed  by 
the    government. 

■  7.    The  chief  form  of  local  government  in  the 

middle  colonies  was  the  town  or   . 

8.  The  origin  of  the  principle  contained  in 
the  first  amendment  to  our  present  Con- 
stitution may  be  traced  to  the  colony  of — ^- 

9.  Common  law  refers  to  accepted  laws  and  

10.    The  colonial  assemblies  were  able  to  limit 
the  power  of  the  royal  governors  through 
their  control  of  the  • 
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CHAPTER  III 

"suB-CTiT"  Tiro 

"SIGUIPICAHT  ATTEMPTS  TOWARD  UUION 
PRECEDING  THE  CO]?STITUTIO]?AI  COITVENTION" 

General  statement  of  the  unit,--  Several  times  during 
the  colonial  period  there  were  efforts  made  to  unite  the 
colonies,  but  every  attempt  failed  to  form  a  permanent  union. 
The  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  these  plans  provided  the 
people  and  their  leaders,  by  the  trial  and  error  method,  with 
valuable  experiences  and  precedents  which  later  they  were  to 
need  In  framing  the  strong  and  permanent  union. 

Delimitation  of  the  unit. — 

1.  Several  times  during  the  colonial  period  there  were 
efforts  to  unite  the  colonies.  Each  effort  to  form 
a  permanent  union  failed. 

2.  Fear  of  some  outside  or  foreign  power  will  usually 
force  united  action.    It  was  this  fear  that  produced 
the  first  attempt  at  colonial  union. 

3«    The  Hew  England  Confederation  was  formed  as  "  a  flrme 

and  perpetual  league  of  friendship." 

a*    It  was  composed  of  the  Connecticut,  Hew  Haven, 
Plymouth,  and  Massachusetts  colonies. 
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3.  (continued) 

■b»    This  -anion  was  dissolved  when  the  king 
revoked  the  Massachusetts  charter. 

4.  The  Albany  Plan  of  Union  was  proposed  on  the  eve  of 
the  French  and  Indian  War  when  delegates  from  seven 
colonies  met  at  Albany,  New  York,  to  consider  common 
action  against  the  enemy. 

a.  This  plan  was  rejected  by  the  colonial 
assemblies  and  never  went  into  effect. 

b.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  plan  there 
would  Mve  been  a  congress  of  delegates 
from  each  colony. 

c.  Representation  was  to  be  roughly  apportion- 
ed among  the  colonies  according  to  popula- 
tion and  wealth. 

5.  Mne  colonies  were  represented  at  the  Stamp  Act  Con- 
gress whose  delegates  met  and  drew  up  declarations 
of  the  rights  and  grievances  of  the  colonists. 

6.  The  First  Continental  Congress  drew  delegates  from 
twelve  colonies  who  met  to  consider  means  of  pro- 
tecting the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonists. 

a.    The  resolutions  adopted  by  this  body  re- 
peated and  expanded  the  claims  made  by 
the  Stamp  Act  Congress. 

b»    This  congress  set  a  date  for  a  future 

meeting  of  delegates  from  all  the  colonies 
to  be  held  in  May, 1775. 

7.  As  the  war  with  England  proceeded,  the  prospects  for 
reconciliation  faded, and  the  desire  for  independence 
mounted. 


7.  foontlmied) 


a*    Thomas  Paine  on  January  10,1776,  pnblished 
Ms  powerful  tract, called  "Common  Sense" 
in  which  he  demanded  immediate  and  un- 
conditional independence  for  the  American 
colonies.    The  drift  toward  independence 
was  accelerated. 

h.    The  more  people  read,  talked,  and  reflect- 
ed, the  stronger  became  the  interest  in 
freedom  and  independence.    The  word" in- 
dependence" was  echoing  throughout  the 
colonies. 

c.    The  movement  to  break  from  Great  Britain 
was  spreading  upward  from  the  colonies 
to  the  Continental  Congress. 

d*    The  Congress  advised  every  oolong  to 

form  a  government  of  its  own.  The  colonies 
were  assuming  the  powers  of  independent 
states* 


8.  The  Continental  Congress  on  July  4,1776,  formally 
adopted  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  It  con- 
sisted of  three  principal  features. 

a.    The  preamble  in  a  few  strong  sentences 
summarized  the  philosophy  of  government 
which,  although  not  new,  was  a  revolution- 
ary challenge  that  was  to  ring  throughout 
the  world  for  centuries. 


1*    All  men  are  created  equal  and  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights,  among  which  are  life,  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

2.    Governments  are  instituted  to  secure 


these  rights. 


3.  Governments  derive  their  Just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 


4«    When  any  form  of  government  becomes  destrao- 
tive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  abolish  it  and  to  institute 
new  government. 

5«    !Dhe  doctrine  of  equality  demands  that  all 
citizens  be  treated  equally  before  the  law. 
The  doctrine  of  the  equal  right  of  all  to 
participate  in  the  government  was  not  a  part 
of  this  document. 

b.  The  body  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  sets 
forth  in  great  detail  the  "causes"  that  impelled 
the  American  people  to  declare  their  separation 
from  Great  Britain. 

c.  The  document  concludes  with  the  ringing  state- 
ment: "That  these  united  colonies  are,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  states." 

9»    The  Declaration  of  Independence  cleared  the  air.  The 

colonies  had  declared  themselves  free  and  independent 

states. 

10.  The  Second  Continental  Congress  continued  to  function 
for  some  time  without  any  fundamental  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

11.  The  inherent  weaknesses  of  the  Second  Continental 

Congress  were  quickly  realized.    The  need  for  a 

stronger  central  government  led  to  a  new  plan,  modeled 

somewhat  after  franklin's  earlier  Albany  Plan  of 

Union,  known  as  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

a.    The  Articles  of  Confederation  were  adopted  by 
the  Continental  Congress  in  1777,  and  submitted 
to  the  states  for  ratification. 
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11  •  "b  •  ( contintied ) 

b«    All  thirteen  colonies  eventually  ratified 
them,  but  Maryland  withheld  her  approval 
until  1781 • 

12»    The  Articles  of  Confederation  provided  for  a  loose 
union  of  states  in  which  the  state  held  the  greater 
power  and  in  which  .ifiie  central  government  could  act 
only  as  an  agent  of  the  states. 

13.    Under  that  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  government 

consisted  of  a  congress  only:  but  congress  was  to 

have  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers. 

a*    TSo  state  regardless  of  size,  had  more  than 
one  vote  although  it  might  send  as  many 
as  seven  representatives. 

b.    Congress  was  given  special  powers  which 

could  be  used  by  and  for  the  Union  such  as: 
raising  and  supporting  an  army  and  navy, 
declaring  war,  making  treaties,  borrowing 
money,  coining  money,  and  establishing 
post  offices.    The  approval  of  nine  of 
the  thirteen  states  was  required  before 
any  of  these  powers  could  be  exercised. 

c«    The  Articles  could  be  revised  and  amended 
only  by  unanimous  consent  of  all  states. 

d.  It  could  not  tax  the  people  directly, but 
could  only  ask  each  state  to  raise  its 
share* 

e.  It  lacked  the  power  to  regulate  interstate 
commerce. 

f.  It  could  not  enforce  treaties  with  foreign 
powers • 

g.  It  could  not  even  compel  the  states  to 
obey  its  orders.    It  could  recommend, 
but  could  not  command. 


13.  (continued) 

h»    Members  of  the  congress  were  elected  by  the 
state  legislatures.    These  members  were 
essentially  ambassadors  from  their  states. 

i.    The  Articles  did  not  create  either  an 
executive  or  a  judiciary. 

14#    On  paper  the  Articles  represented  a  strong  central 

government  of  a  democratic  nature*    In  practice  there 

were  serious  weaknesses. 
15*    The  Articles  only  created  a  government  of,  for,  and 

by  the  states.    It  was  hardly  more  than  a  firm  league 

of  friendship. 

16 •    The  Confederation  Congress  did  establish  a  new  type 
of  colonial  administration  known  as  the  Northwest 
Ordinance.    This  policy  was  later  continued  by  the  new 
Congress  under  the  Constitution. 

17.    Such  forces  as  suffering,  hardships,  high  prices, 

profiteering,  political  adjustments,  and  the  "leveling 
tendencies"  of  the  Revolution  helped  to  strengthen 
the  spirit  of  liberalism  and  democracy  and  to  bring 
about  a  separation  from  old  world  customs  and  tradi- 
tions* 

a.    Democratic  tendencies  appeared  in  the  state 
legislation  as  the  old  order , represented 
by  the  office-holding  aristocracy,  was 
weakened* 

b*    The  states  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
usually  led  the  way  in  this  march  toward 
greater  democracy  in  government. 
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18 •    Popular  congresses  and  conventions  controlled  by 

patriots  undertook  to  draft  new  state  constitutions 
to  replace  the  royal  or  proprietary  governments. 

19.  The  new  state  constitutions  contained  many  democratic 
features.  The  colonial  experiences  resulted  in  the 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  protect  them- 
selves from  the  tyrannies  of  government. 

a.  Each  contained  a  "bill  of  rights"  guaran- 
teeing freedom  of  speech  and  press, trial 
by  jury,  and  the  right  to  be  free  from  un- 
warranted searches  and  seizures. 

b.  The  new  state  constitutions  adopted  the 
practice  of  dividing  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment among  three  branches:  the  legislative, 
the  executive,  and  the  judicial. 

0.    The  officials  held  office  for  short  terms 
at  the  end  of  which  new  elections  must  be 
hiftld.    The  framers  felt  that  this  would 
safeguard  their  liberties. 

d.  In  general,  each  new  state  constitution 
provided  for  a  bicameral  legislature  with 
members  of  both  houses  elected  by  popular 
vote. 

e.  Voting  remained,  as  in  colonial  times, 
chiefly  the  privilege  of  the  landholders. 
Qualifications  for  voting  excluded  fully 
half  the  men  from  the  elections. 

20.  The  end  of  the  Revolution  meant  the  birth  of  a  nation. 
This  new  nation  was  dedicated  to  the  ideals  of  equal 
opportunity,  inalienable  rights,  and  the  government 
by  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

a.  These  high  ideals  were  not  immediately  put 
into  practice, yet  they  did  give  America  a 
priceless  heritage. 

b.  These  ideals  were  to  become  the  basis  of 
 our  American  way  of  life. 


I 


I 


21»    The  word  "republio"  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
or  in  any  of  the  state  constitutions.  It  was  seldom 
if  ever  mentioned  hy  the  conservative  elements  in 
America. 

22.  The  period  following  the  Revolution  clearly  disclosed 
the  need  for  a  stronger  central  government, if  the 
newly  won  freedom  was  to  live. 

23.  The  desire  for  a  strong  central  government  was  not 
popular  throughout  the  new  states  because  strong 
elements  among  the  people  were  not  willing  to  give 
up  the  sovereignty  which  the  individual  states  en- 
joyed. 

24.  "To  change  or  not  to  change  the  form  of  government  - 
to  swing  away  from  more  authority  or  toward  it-became 
by  1786  the  burning  issue  before  the  American  people." 

25.  In  small  groups,  in  the  press,  and  by  correspondence, 
the  topic  of  government  was  debated  with  a  searching 
and  enlightened  intelligence. 

2ft.    The  Confedeiration  Congress, aware  of  its  inability 
to  provide  the  states  with  a  strong  central  govern- 
ment, invited  delegates  from  all  the  states  to  meet 
in  Philadelphia  in  May,  1781,  with  the  express  purpose 
of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

Indirect  learning  products. —  Considered  to  be  the  same  for 
each  "sub-unit".    See  page  11. 
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Sut-unit  Two 
Unit  Assignment 
*Introduotory  aotlvlties; 

(*See  introduotory  activities  in  "s-ab-TtnitB**  1  and  3). 

!•    Prepare  a  display  of  pictures,  pamphlets,  news  items,  and 
other  materials  relating  to  the  United  nations.    In  the  displajf 
emphasize  the  difficulties  which  are  involved.    Prepare  the 
display  in  such  a  manner  as  to  attract  the  student's  attention 
and  to  arouse  curiosity  and  interest.  Through  class  discussion 
the  various  problems  facing  the  United  nations  might  he  raised 
and  listed  on  the  blackboard.    Try  to  determine  reasons  for 
these  differences.    Compare  this  situation  to  instances  re- 
lating to  the  everyday  life  of  the  students.    Through  some 
such  technique  it  should  be  quite  possible  to  compare  the  con- 
clusions to  the  study  of  the  unit. 

2.  Display  pictures,  pamphlets,  curios,  books,  written  mater- 
ials, etc.,  relating  to  some  phase  of  the  unit  in  a  conspicu- 
ous place.    In  your  arrangement,  try  to  arouse  curiosity  and 
interest.    Stimulate  them  to  the  point  where  they  will  ask 
questions.    It  might  be  possible  to  divide  the  class  into 
teams  or  groups  to  determine  which  groups  already  had  some 
information  on  the  topic.    A  few  pointed  questions  relating 

to  the  work  of  the  unit  might  prove  desirable. 

3.  Secure  a  copy  of  the  book,  Patrick  Henry  cmd  the  frigate's 


Keel,  by  H.  Fast.    There  is  hardly  a  chapter  in  this  book 
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3.  f contlntied)    which  would  not  Interest  the  majority  of  the 
olass.    However,  chapters  1,  4,  and  9  are  especially  adapt- 
able to  introducing  the  work  of  this  unit. 
4m    Prepare  an  account  of  a  situation  which  you  are  sure  is 
of  interest  to  the  majority  of  the  class.    Present  it  so 
that  they  will  he  ready  to  offer  conclusions.  Throughout 
the  discussion  attempt  to  draw  out  the  opinions  of  all  and 
do  not  attempt  to  answer  the  question  yourself.  The  ohjeot 
should  be  to  stimulate  discussion  in  order  to  bring  out  the 
many  differences  of  opinion  and  use  this  as  a  means  of  il- 
lustrating the  difficulty  in  a  group  arriving  at  a  conclusion 
acceptable  to  all.    The  necessity  for  having  further  infor- 
mation should  also  result  from  this  discussion.  Consult 
R.D.Allen,  Case  Conference  Problems  in  Sroup  Guidance, for 
specif ie  examples  of  this  technique. 

5.    Secure  a  radio  transcription  of  one  of  the  Town  Meetings 
of  the  Air  or  one  of  the  Chicago  Round  Table  discussions  and 
play  it  to  the  class.    You  might  like  to  use  one  of  the 
following: 

a.  What  is  the  American  Way  ?  April  28,1938.  HBC. 
33  1/3  RPM  (Town  Meeting) 

b.  What  Does  Democracy  Mean  ?  February  3,  1938. 
NBC.  33  i/3  RPM  (Town  Meeting) 

c.  Democracy.    February  6,  1938.    NBC.  33  l/3  RPM. 
(Chicago  Round  Table). 

Various  points  discussed  are  directly  related  to  the  work 
of  the  unit» 
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6o    There  are  films  available  whloh  might  very  well  "be  used 
to  introduoe  the  unit.    The  film,  "Sons  of  Liberty",  is 
available  in  the  16mm.  size  and  is  particularly  adaptable  to 
this  topic.    The  teacher  should  preview  the  film  and  prepare 
specific  points  or  facts  which  the  students  are  to  note. 

Core  Activities: 

1«    Imagine  you  are  a  member  of  the  group  aboard  the  Mayflower 
Make  a  list  of  the  proposals  you  feel  should  be  included  in 
the  compact  that  is  to  be  drawn  up. 

E«    Construct  a  chart  of  your  own  design  illustrating  the 
conditions  which  brought  about  the  need  for  the  Hew  England 
Confederation. 

3.  What  was  the  Ordinance  of  1781  ?    What  section  of  the 
country  did  it  affect  ?    What  were  its  provisions  ?    Do  you 
consider  this  an  important  document  ?  Explain. 

4.  Prepare  a  list  of  the  events  occurring  during  the  "Criti- 
cal Period"  which  you  consider  signs  of  a  growing  need  for 
a  strong  central  government. 

5«    What  is  meant  by  "rule  by  majority"?    How  is  it  related 
to  democratic  government  ?    Upon  what  occasions  have  you 
actually  seen  it  used  ? 

6.    What  is  a  minority  ?    Find  three  examples  of  minority 
groups  from  our  colonial  history. 

7»    What  form  of  government  was  provided  the  American  states 

under  the  Articles  of  Confederation  ?  Did  it  meet  their  needed 
Explain. 
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8«    Wliy  were  delegates  from  seven  oolonies  interested  in 
Franklin's  Albany  Plan  of  Union  ?    What  features  were  in- 
olnded  in  this  plan  ?    Why  did  this  proposed  union  fail  ? 
9*    What  were  the  principal  rights  and  grievanoes  drawn  up 
by  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  ? 
10»    Select  one  of  the  original  colonies  and  consider  yourself 
its  delegate  to  the  First  Continental  Congress.    What  are  your 
feelings  concerning  the  rights  and  grievances  of  the  people 
whom  you  represent  ?    Prepare  a  report  on  your  activities  at 
this  convention* 

11*    What  evidence  can  you  find  to  illustrate  the  growing 
desire  among  the  colonists  for  greater  political  freedom  from 
Great  Britain  ? 

12«    Examine  a  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Hote 
that  it  consists  of  three  principal  features.    Identify  each 
of  these  in  a  sentence  or  two  of  your  own  words. 
13*    Read  the  preamble  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
How,  in  your  own  words,  rewrite  the  philosophy  of  government 
which  is  expressed.    What  are  your  comments  on  this  philosophy? 
14»    Select  any  ten  grievances  mentioned  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  and  find  specific  evidence  or  instances  to 
illustrate  each  of  these  ten  claims. 

15 •    What  do  you  consider  the  most  significant  statement  in 
the  final  paragraph  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ?  Why  ? 
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16 •    What  specific  powers  were  held  by  the  Second  Continental 
Congress?    What  was  the  source  of  these  powers  ? 
17.    "On  paper  the  Articles  of  Confederation  represented  a 
strong  central  government  of  a  democratic  nature.    In  practio^ 
there  were  serious  weaknesses."    What  are  your  reactions  to 
this  statement  ?    Do  you  think  it  true  or  false  ?    Why  ? 
18*    What  system  of  colonial  administration  did  the  Confedera' 
tion  Congress  establish  ?    Why  was  this  considered  a  credit- 
able act  ? 

19 ♦  What  evidence  can  you  find  to  show  that  the  state  govern- 
ment was  becoming  more  democratic  ?  What  groups  were  support 
ing  this  trend  ?    What  groups  opposed  ? 

20«    Prepare  a  list  of  facts  which  you  think  represent  proof 
of  the  lack  of  authority  held  by  the  Confederation  Congresa 
21 •    What  evidence  is  there  to  show  that  the  government  of 
the  Confederation  could  not  command  respect  abroad  ? 
22 ♦    Today  the  Federal  government  controls  interstate  commero^ 
Under  the  government  of  the  Confederation,  who  held  this 
power  ? 

23.  Why  did  Maryland  refuse  to  approve  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  until  the  end  of  the  Revolution  ?    How  did  her 
refusal  affect  the  other  colonies  ? 

24.  If  the  Articles  of  Confederation  represented  the  strong- 
est union  attempted  by  the  colonies  up  to  that  time,  why 

did  it  fail  ? 
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S5*    The  Declaration  of  IndepencLence  states  that, "All  men  are 
created  equal."    Do  yon  agree  that  this  is  true  ?    Why  or 
why  not  ?    What  do  you  think  the  framers  of  this  document 
meant  ? 

26.  Did  the  Declaration  of  Independence  include  the  doctrine 
"equal  right  of  all  to  participate  in  the  government"  ? 
Explain. 

27.  What  reasons  can  you  suggest  for  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  being  considered  as  a  fundamental  basis  for  our 
American  way  of  life  ? 

28*    The  new  state  constitutions  drafted  to  replace  the 
royal  or  proprietary  governments  contained  many  democratic 
features.    What  were  some  of  these  features  ?    Why  were  they 
included  ?    Why  are  they  considered  democratic  features  ? 
Can  you  trace  their  origin  ? 

29«    Describe  the  attitude  of  ITew  England,  during  the  colonial 
period,  toward  popular  education.    How  does  it  compare  with 
the  present  attitude  toward  popular  education  in  your  commu- 
nity ? 

30.    What  were  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  ?    How  were 
they  organized  and  what  was  their  purpose  ?    Who  were  some 
of  the  leaders  ? 

31«    Why  was  the  propertied  class  so  disturbed  by  conditions 
following  the  Revolution  ?    What  did  they  do  to  bring  about 
a  stronger  central  government  ? 
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Optional  related  aotlvltleB; 

!•    Prepare  an  aoootint  of  Benjamin  Franklin's  role  in  the 
proposed  Albany  Plan  of  Union.    Consnlt  the  card  file  hihli- 
ography  on  the  teacher's  desk  for  your  sources  of  information 

2.  Using  an  outline  map,  indicate  the  types  of  colonial 
government  existing  in  1682  and  1763.    Use  a  color  key  of 
your  own  choice. 

3.  Prepare  a  three  or  five-minute  talk  before  the  class  on 
the  subject,  "What  we  mean  by  government  by  the  consent  of 
the  governed."    Consider  such  questions  as:  Consent  to  do 
what  ?    Consent  given  to  whom  ?    How  ?    By  whom  ?    Why  ? 

4.  Select  from  the  special  bibliography  posted  on  the 
bulletin  board  a  novel  relating  to  this  period  of  American 
history.    Arrange  with  the  teacher  the  form  of  your  report. 

5.  You  are  to  gather  all  possible  information  concerning 
Thomas  Paine.    When  properly  prepared,  you  will  appear  before 
the  class  to  present  your  views  on  the  subject  of  independence. 
In  your  investigation  attempt  to  discover  information  about 
his  personal  characteristics  as  well  as  his  political  views 
in  order  that  your  impersonation  will  be  more  realistic. 
6«    Consider  yourself  an  average  farmer  living  in  western 
Pennsylvania  during  the  period  immediately  following  the 
Revolution*    You  are  rather  heavily  in  debt,  but  have  some 
high  hopes  that  by  selling  your  crops  you  can  repay  your 
debts.    What  are  your  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  state's 
issuing  paper  money  ?    Why  ? 


7.    You  are  to  consider  yourself  the  creditor  referred  to  in 
item  #6.    What  are  your  opinions  on  the  subject       the  state's 
issuing  paper  money  ?    Erplain  your  position* 

8#    Consult  the  bibliography  at  the  teacher's  desk  for  material 
concerning  the  activities  and  interests  of  the  Ohio  Company 
in  the  Uorthwest  Territory*    Prepare  a  report  of  your  in- 
vestigations, so  that  it  may  be  given  to  the  class  in  oral 
form* 

9.    Make  a  special  investigation  of  the  circumstances  leading 
to  Shay's  rebellion.    Plan  your  report  so  that  it  may  be  given 
to  the  class  in  a  four-minute  talk. 
10«    Prepare  a  chart  or  other  graphic  form  that  will  illustrate 
the  relationship  existing  between  the  central  government  and 
the  state  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 
11.    Read  a  copy  of  the  Virginia  Declaration  of  Rights  and  pre- 
pare a  list  of  the  rights  included  in  this  document.    Then  read 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  make  an  item  for  item  com- 
parison of  the  two  documents.    What  are  your  conclusions  ? 
12 •    Prepare  a  poster  or  chart  which  will  contrast  the  voting 
requirements  during  the  colonial  period  with  those  of  the 
present  day. 

13*    Draw  a  cartoon  to  show  your  interpretation  of  the  weak 
central  government  existing  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation* 
14*    Make  a  list  of  colonial  leaders  who  advocated  a  complete 
break  with  England.    Which  of  these  were  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  ? 
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16«    Prepare  a  chart  to  test  the  historical  accuracy  of  the 
grievances  listed  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  In 
one  coluinn  list  each  grievance  stated  briefly  in  your  own 
words,  and  in  the  second  column  list  as  many  concrete  ex- 
amples of  each  grievance  as  you  can  locate. 
16.    Present  in  some  pictorial  form  the  various  attempts  at 
union  from  the  beginning  of  the  colonial  period  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention, 

17«    In  a  group  of  four,  debate  the  following  question- 
Resolved:  that  the  Stamp  Act  was  of  real  value  to  the  coIojt 
ni sts« 

i8»    Investigate  and  prepare  a  report,  for  the  information 
of  the  class,  on  the  Virginia  Declaration  of  Rights. 
19 •    Perhaps  you  would  be  interested  in  reading  a  thrilling 
novel  of  the  exploration  and  settlement  of  the  Northwest. 
If  so,  the  novel,  ITorthwest  Passage ,  will  certainly  hold 
your  attention. 

20.    Today  our  newspapers  and  magazines  present  the  American 
people  with  the  everyday  actions  of  our  government.  What 
newspapers  and  magazines  were  available  during  the  colonial 
period  ?    Contrast  these  early  editions  with  our  present-day 
editions. 

SI.    Read  some  extracts  from  Thomas  Paine 's  pamphlet, "Common 
Sense",  and  write  out  your  own  evaluation  of  some  of  his 
points. 
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Aohlevement  Test  Items: 

Read  the  following  statements  and  determine  whether  you 
consider  them  to  be  true  or  false*    If  you  believe  the  state- 
ments as  given  to  be  false  draw  a  circle  around  the  nximber 
of  the  Item.    If  you  believe  the  statement  to  be  true  draw 
an  "Z"  through  the  number  of  the  Item. 

!•    The  Uew  England  Confederation  represented  an  attempt 
by  the  British  Parliament  to  unite  the  colonies. 

2.  Fear  of  some  outside  or  foreign  power  will  usually  bring 
about  united  action. 

3.  The  colonies  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Plymouth  and 
Massachusetts  Bay  formed  the  first  colonial  union.  . 

4.  The  Albany  Congress  resulted  from  the  felt  need  of  pro- 
tection from  the  French  and  Indians. 

5.  The  suggestion  for  a  colonial  union  came  from  the  English 
Board  of  Trade. 

6.  Franklin  proposed  a  plan  for  a  general  confederation 
of  the  colonies o 

?•    The  defeat  of  the  French  renewed  the  demands  for  a 
colonial  union. 

8»    The  Albany  Plan  of  Union  was  accepted  by  the  colonies* 
9.    The  desire  for  colonial  union  was  strong,  but  the 
colonial  assemblies  could  not  agree  on  the  manner  and  form. 

10.  Economic  and  geographical  forces  tended  to  draw  the 
colonies  into  special  groups  rather  than  one  large  unit. 

11.  The  religious  question  was  unimportant  in  inter-colonial 
relations* 
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12,    Major  outlines  of  colonial  political  traditions  became 
the  fotmdation  of  our  present  government. 

13 •    The  terms  of  the  ITew  England  Confederation  provided  a 

strong  union  for  the  Hew  England  colonies. 

14*    Early  colonial  experiments  in  union  were  a  result  of 

the  need  for  protection  from  an  outside  force. 

15.    The  Stamp  Act  Congress  represents  an  instance  of  united 

action  by  delegates  from  nine  colonies. 

16o    The  delegates  at  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  disagreed  and 
disbanded  without  taking  definite  action. 

17.  The  First  Continental  Congress  contained  delegates  from 
twelve  colonies. 

18.  The  delegates  at  the  First  Continental  Congress  adopted 
resolutions  demanding  the  protection  of  their  rights  and  re- 
dress of  grievances. 

19.  The  First  Continental  Congress  set  a  date  for  another 
meeting  of  delegates  from  the  colonies  to  be  held  next  year. 

20.  Thomas  Paine  attempted  to  improve  relations  between 
England  and  the  colonies. 

21.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  the  desire  for  in- 
dependence was  desired  by  the  majority  of  the  colonists. 

22.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  contained  a  philosophy 
of  government. 

23.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  meant  that  the  colonies 
were  assuming  the  powers  of  independent  states. 
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24.  The  dootrine  of  equal  rights  of  all  to  participate  in 
the  government  was  a  part  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

25.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  established  a  form  of 
government. 

26#    The  Articles  of  Confederation  provided  a  central  govern- 
ment for  the  colonies. 

87.    The  Articles  of  Confederation  provided  a  loose  tmion  of 
states. 

28.  The  Confederation  Congress  controlled  interstate  commerce. 

29.  Under  the  Articles  of  Confederation  each  state  had  one 
vote. 

30.  The  Articles  created  a  separate  Judiciary  department. 

31.  The  individual  state  maintained  its  sovereignty  under 
the  Articles. 

32.  The  Confederation  Congress  passed  the  act  known  as  the 
northwest  Ordinance. 

33.  The  new  state  constitutions  reflected  the  desire  of  the 
people  for  a  greater  share  in  their  government. 

34.  The  practice  of  dividing  the  powers  of  government  among 
the  three  "branches  originated  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

35.  Much  of  the  philosophy  of  government  found  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  was  later  included  in  our  present  form 

of  government, 

36.  The  Articles  created  a  government  of,  foy,and  by  the 
people. 
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37«    The  new  state  constitutions  provided  for  a  bicameral 
legislature. 

38»    In  the  new  state  constitutions  the  privilege  of  voting 
was  extended  to  all. 

39.  The  end  of  the  Revolutionary  War  marks  the  "birth  of  a 
new  nation. 

40.  The  new  nation  was  dedicated  to  the  ideal  of  government 
by  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

41.  The  desire  for  a  strong  central  government  was  popular 
throughout  the  colonies. 

42.  Individual  states  were  willing  to  give  up  their  sover- 
eignity. 

4St    Thomas  Paine  demanded  immediate  and  unconditional  in- 
dependence in  his  tract ."Common  Sense". 

44.  The  Confederation  Congress  did  not  have  the  power  to 
enforce  its  laws. 

45.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  contained  no  provision 
for  amendment. 

46.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  provided  a  federal  form 
of  government. 

47.  All  men  are  created  equal. 

48.  The  "Critical  Period"  refers  to  the  ^ears  of  the 
Hevolutionary  War. 

49.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  established  the  strongest 

union  attempted  by  the  colonists  up  to  that  time. 

50«    A  system  of  colonial  administration  was  provided  by  the 
Confederation  Congress. 


MULTIPLE  CHOICE 


Below  are  several  quest  ions,  each  one  of  whioli  is  followed 
by  four  answers.    In  the  parentheses  at  the  left,  place  the 
number  of  the  best  answer.      Only  one  answer  is  correct  for 
each  question. 


(  )     The  Stamp  Act 

1.  Raised  the  postage  rate  between  England  and  the 
colonies. 

2.  Was  advocated  by  Patrick  Henry. 

3.  Placed  a  tax  on  legal  documents  and  newspapers© 

4.  Was  passed  by  the  Second  Continental  Congress. 


B 


Co 


(  )    The  Articles  of  Confederation  gave  Congress  power  to- 
!•    Tax  the  people  directly. 

2.  Regulate  interstate  commerce. 

3.  Compel  the  states  to  obey  its  orders. 

4.  Borrow  money. 

(  )      The  Articles  of  Confederation  were  

1.  A  government  body  . 

2.  Regulations  for  a  form  of  government. 

3.  A  meeting  of  delegates. 

4.  A  list  of  grievances. 


(  )  A  compact  means- — 

!•    An  agreement. 

2.  A  charter. 

3.  An  order  from  a  court. 

4.  A  warrant. 


(  )  Each  state  constitution  contained  

1.  A  tmicameral  legislature. 

2.  A  hill  of  rights. 

3.  The  word  republic. 

4.  A  provision  for  universal  suffrage. 


f  )    Tlie  Articles  of  Confederation  became  effective 

1.  During  the  war. 

2.  Before  the  war. 

3.  After    the  war. 

4.  When  ratified  by  nine  states. 


(  )      The  chief  fanction  of  local  government  is  to  - 

1.  Provide  certain  services  and  protections, 
as  police,  fire,  schools,  etc. 

2.  Make  treaties  with  foreign  powers. 

3.  Regulate  interstate  commerce. 

4.  Provide  military  protection. 
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)    American  democracy  as  a  form  of  government  means  

1.  That  the  people  elect  all  their  officials. 

2.  That  the  government  always  does  what  is  best. 

3.  That,  in  general,  the  government  expresses  the 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  people. 

4.  That  every  indivldiial  is  free  to  do  as  he  pleas 

)  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  adopted  by  

1.  The  First  Continental  Congress. 

2.  The  Second  Continental  Congress. 

3.  The  Confederation  Congress. 

4.  The  Constitutional  Convention. 
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CHAPTER  IV  ' 

"  SUB-TJIIT  "  THREE 
"THE  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION" 

General  statement  of  the  unit*--    The  failure  of  the 
central  government  to  maintain  an  effective  union  during  the 
period  following  the  Revolution  created  a  growing  demand  for 
a  stronger  central  government.    This  demand  resulted  In  the 
Constitutional  Convention  where  delegates  from  twelve  states 
met  to  establish  a  more  perfect  union.    Their  labors  produced 
the  Constitution  which  became  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land 
and  the  basis  of  our  American  way  of  living. 

Delimitation  of  the  unit. — 
1.    The  period  following  the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
has  been  often  called  the  "Critical  Period." 

a.  The  state  legislatures,  controlled  by  popular 
majority,  were  asserting  more  and  more  liberties. 
They  were  determined  to  protect  their  local  in- 
terests. 

b.  Controversies  arose  among  the  states  over  the 
disposition  of  western  lands,  debts,  and  money o 

0.  States  acting  as  independent  republics  went  to 
extremes  in  their  Indifference  to  the  fortunes 
of  the  union. 
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2»    The  economic  collapse  after  the  war  coupled  with  the  ac- 
companying "radical"  program  in  the  various  states  looking 
toward  cheap  money  caused  the  more  conservative  elements  to 
work  for  a  stronger  national  government* 

3*    The  Confederation  Congress  lacked  powers  to  prevent  the 
states  from  interfering  with  matters  of  common  or  general 
concern* 

a.  Congress  could  not  stop  the  state  issues  of 
paper  money  or  their  interference  with  inter- 
state and  foreign  commerce* 

b.  Congress  could  not  send  troops  to  put  down  in- 
surrections or  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  union 
if  they  encountered  popular  resistance* 

4*    The  Confederation  Congress,  aware  of  its  inability  to 

provide  the  states  with  a  strong  central  government,  invited 

delegates  from  all  the  states  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  in  May, 

1787,  with  the  express  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of 

Confederation* 

5*    Every  state  except  Rhode  Island  sent  delegates    to  the 

meeting  in  Philadelphia*    This  Convention  is  referred  to  as 

the  Constitutional  Convention* 

a*    The  members  of  the  Convention  represented  pri- 
marily the  conservative,  propertied,  business 
classes* 

b*    The  majority  were  lawyers  who  had  had  consider- 
able experience  in  public  life  as  wealthy  land 
owners,  planters,  money  lenders, and  merchants* 

c.  The  small  farmers,  debtors,  and  frontiersmen 
were  without  adequate  representation. 
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6*    The  main  pro'blein  faced  by  the  delegates  was  to  create  a 
national  government  strong  enough  to  be  effective  without 
trespassing  nnduly  upon  the  sovereigQ  power  of  the  states. 
7.    The  sessions  of  the  convention  were  marked  by  many  differ- 
ences of  opinions  and  long  periods  of  debate. 
8»    The  agreements  of  the  convention  were  more  nxunerous  and 
important  for  the  nation  than  the  dissensions  and  the  com- 
promises* 

9.    The  serious  disputes  in  the  convention  were  mainly  over 
the  details  of  realizing  the  accepted  purposes. 

10.  The  delegates  represented  different  political  and  economic 
interests  which  had  to  be  reconciled. 

11.  As  a  result  of  various  compromises,  the  details  of  the 
new  constitution  gradually  took  shape. 

a.  The  finished  document  finally  appeared  on 
September  17,  1787,  and  was  signed  by  a  safe 
majority,  although  there  were  many  delegates 
who  refused  to  sign  it. 

b.  A  provision  was  included  in  the  Constitution 
for  the  document  to  become  effective  upon  the 
approval  of  nine  states.  Popularly  elected 
delegates  to  state  conventions  would  pass  on 
the  proposed  document. 

12»    The  publication  of  the  proposed  plan  for  a  new  national 

government  brought  forth  a  roar  of  public  debate.    Almost  every 

line  of  the  Constitution  received  the  attacks  of  the  critics. 

13.    Able  defenders  came  to  the  support  of  the  Constitution  in 

pamphlets,  articles  in  newspapers,  letters,  and  public  speeches 
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14«    By  autrmm  of  1778,  eleven  of  the  tMrteen  states  liad 
accepted  the  new  union,  "but  only  after  they  had  been  promised 
a  "Bill  of  Rights"  in  the  form  of  amendments  as  soon  as  the 
new  government  got  tinder  way. 

15«    The  inauguration  of  George  Washington  on  April  SO,  1789, 
marked  the  launching  of  the  republican  experiment  known  as 
the  United  States  of  America. 

16.    The  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  made  it  clear  that  the 

framers  were  not  creating  a  mere  league  of  states  as  tinder 

the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

a.  It  announced  that  the  Constitution  and  Federal 
laws  were  to  be  supreme  over  all  state  actions 
conflicting  with  them. 

b«    It  declared  that  the  Constitution  was  ordained 
and  established  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States-not  just  articles  of  agreement  among 
the  states. 

17 •    The  Constitution  authorized  the  new  government,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  powers,  to  deal  directly  with  individuals- 
not  states.    It  could  compel  obedience  to  Federal  laws  by 
the  use  of  its  own  agencies. 

18.    The  Constitution  divided  the  powers  of  government  between 

the  Federal  Government  (nation)  and  the  States. 

a.    The  powers  specifically  granted  to  the  Federal 
Government  were  limited  and  enumerated  in  the 
Constitution. 

bo  In  general,  the  powers  granted  to  the  Federal 
Government  were  national  in  scope, and,  if  ex- 
ercised by  the  several  states,  would  lead  to 
chaos  and  disorder. 
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18  •  (contimied) 

0.    To  make  definite  this  division  of  powers  the 
Constitution  contained  a  list  of  things  that 
the  Federal  Government  shall  not  do.    It  also 
contained  a  list  of  things  that  states  can  not 
do. 

d»    All  powers  not  granted  to  the  Federal  Government 
or  restricted  to  the  states  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively  or  to  the  people. 

19.  Congress  was  granted  the  power  to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  "be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
powers  granted  the  Federal  Government.    This  is  known  as  the 
"elastic  clause"  or  the  "doctrine  of  implied  powers." 

20.  The  Constitution  provided  a  system  of  checks  and  halances 
or  threefold  separation  of  powers  among  the  executive,  legis- 
lature, and  the  judiciary. 

a.  Ho  one  branch  of  the  government  is  supreme.  Each 
is  dependent  in  some  respects  on  the  other. 

b.  The  purpose  of  the  check  and  balance  system  is 
to  prevent  any  one  branch  of  the  government  from 
becoming  too  powerful  or  any  one  department  from 
interfering  unduly  with  the  rights  of  property 
and  of  individuals. 

21.  The  Constitution  placed  the  executive  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  President  who  is  elected  every  four  years  by  an  electoral, 
college.    The  Electoral  College  has,  in  the  course  of  time, 
become  merely  an  agency  which  registers  the  popular  vote. 

22.  The  legislative  power  was  vested  in  a  Congress  consisting 

of  a  Senate  and  a  House  of  Representatives. 

a*    Representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  based  upon  the  population  by  states. 

b.    Each  state  is  allowed  two  Senatorso 

c«    Members  of  both  houses  of  Congress  are  elected 
directly  byiJdie-  pftAp-) 


23»    The  judicial  power  was  vested  in  a  Stipreme  Court. 
Congress  may  establish  such  inferior  courts  as  it  deems 
necessary. 

24.  Custom  and  judicial  decision  have  added  unwritten  feat- 
ures to  the  written  Constitution. 

a.  The  Supreme  Court  has  established  the  practice 
of  judicial  review  by  which  it  may  declare  the 
laws  of  Congress  and  the  states  unconstitutional. 

b.  The  congressional  committee  system  of  preparing 
and  considering  laws. 

o«  The  custom  and  practice  of  the  political  party 
system. 

d*    The  Cabinet  system  is  an  outgrowth  of  custom 
and  congressional  enactment. 

25.  The  Constitution  provides  for  orderly  change  through 
formal  eunendments. 

26.  The  Constitution  merely  provides  a  framework  of  govern- 
ment which  has  been  given  life  by  laws  made  and  executed  by 
men,  by  tradition,  and  by  custom. 

27.  The  system  of  Federal  Government  in  the  United  States 
retains  the  advantages  of  local  self-government  for  the 
states  as  well  as  it  secures  the  strength  which  results 
from  union. 

a*    Consideration  for  the  individual  may  be  seen 
in  local  government  which  provides  him  with 
services  which  make  his  life  safer  and  more 
comfortable. 

b.    Every  citizen  comes  in  daily  contact  with  his 
state  government,  which  handles  those  problems 
not  purely  local  and  which  are  not  handled  by 
the  Federal  Government. 
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27  •  (oontlntied) 

Oo    The  national  government  serves  the  people  "by 
providing  those  services  that  are  national  in 
scope,  and  applicable  to  all  the  states  alike. 

28.    There  has  been  a  tremendotis  growth  in  the  functions 

of  government  due  chiefly  to  the  increasing  need  of  regulating 

business  until  the  increasing  number  of  services  rendered 

its  citizens  by  the  modem  state* 

S9«    The  study  of  government  introduces  new  concepts  and  a 
new  vocabulary.    A  working  knowledge  of  these  terms  must  be 
mastered  if  such  a  study  is  to  have  a  high  degree  of  lasting 
value. 

Indirect  learning  products. —  Considered  to  be  the  same  for 
each  "sub-unit".    See  page  11, 
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Sub-tmit  Three 
Unit  Assignment 
*Introdnotory  activities; 

(*See  introductory  activities  in  "sub-units  1  and  2)« 

!•    Provide  each  member  of  the  class  with  a  map  of  the  local 
community,  showing  all  possible  public  buildings  and  ser- 
vices— city  hall,  parks,  libraries,  schools,  water  system, 
electric  plants,  police  stations,  etc.  After  a  class  dis- 
cussion to  familiarize  the  sttidents  with  the  map,  have  them 
analyze  the  things  that  must  be  provided  within  the  frame- 
work of  government  in  order  to  have  all  these  services.  Try 
to  classify  these  services  into  Judicial,  legislative,  and 
executive  duties.    This  should  direct  the  attention  of  the 
class  to  the  question  of  the  function  of  government.  A  few 
well  chosen  questions  concerning  why  we  have  a  system  of 
government  might  be  needed  as  an  added  stimulant. 
2.    Provide  each  member  of  the  class  with  a  copy  of  the 
Preamble  to  the  Constitution.    Perhaps  you  will  want  to 
read  it  aloud  to  the  class.    Ask  them  for  their  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Preamble.    Attempt  to  have  them  see  and  point 
out  the  six  objectives  set  forth.    Ask  for  an  explanation 
for  the  words,  "We,  the  people-".      Such  a  discussion  should 
lead  to  questions  concerning  the  reason  for  the  Preamble 
and  thus  lead  into  the  work  of  the  unit. 
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3«    Ask  each  student  to  write  his  definition  of  the  expres- 
sion, "The  American  Way  of  Life."    Call  on  various  individuals 
to  read  their  explanation  and  ask  other  members  of  the  class 
for  criticism.    Allow  each  student  every  opportunity  to 
support  his  interpretation.    It  might  be  helpful  to  list 
the  various  points  made  and  agreed  upon  so  that  the  progress 
of  the  discussion  can  be  seen  by  all. 

4.  Using  a  similar  technique,  the  topic /IThat  Democracy 
Meems  to  Me",  might  be  used  as  a  means  of  introducing  the 
unit* 

5.  Ask  for  the  types  of  services  performed  by  governments 
which  affect  individuals  in  the  class.    Divide  these  ser- 
vices into  three  groups; those  provided  by  the  state,  the 
Federal,  and  the  local  governments.    Lead  the  class  into 
discussing  the  reasons  why  we  have  different  governments 
providing  services.    Attempt  to  have  them  see  the  relation- 
ship between  Federal  and  state  government,  state  and  local 
government,  and  Federal  and  local  government.    Certain  con- 
clusions should  be  reached,  but  make  use  of  those  instances 
where  ignorance  of  the  facts  appears  to  show  the  need  for 
further  information  in  this  area. 

6.  The  March  of  Time  film, "The  Supreme  Court", might  be 
shown  to  the  class.    The  film  should  be  pre-viewed  by  the 
teacher  in  order  to  prepare  a  list  of  specific  points  to  be 
noted  by  the  students.    This  list  should  be  prepared  accord- 
ing to  the  special  use  the  teacher  expects  to  make  of  this 
film  as  an  introduction  to  the  unit. 
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Core  Aotlvlties: 

!•    What  Is  the  difference  between  economic,  political,  and 
social  democracy  ? 

2«    The  United  States  is  a  representative,  constitutional, 
f ederal jrepuhlio.    What  does  each  term  mean  ?    Using  your 
definition,  find  an  example  in  our  government  that  will  il- 
lustrate each  of  these  terms. 

3.    What  emphasis  is  placed  on  "We"  in  the  Preamble  to  the 
Constitution  ? 

4*    List  the  six  principles  for  which  our  Constitution  was 
"ordained"  and  "established", 

5«    note  that  the  Constitution  is  divided  into  articles, 
sections  and  clauses.    Compare  this  form  with  your  student 
council  constitution.    What  are  your  conclusions  ? 
6.    Read  the  titles  of  the  articles  and  sections  in  the 
Constitution  in  order  to  familiarize  yourself  with  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land. 

7»    What  is  the  relationship  between  the  simplicity  of  the 
Constitution  and  its  longevity  ? 

8.  How  may  our  Constitution  be  amended  ? 

9.  What  advantages  can  you  see  in    having  a  difficult  proc- 
ess for  amending  a  constitution  ?    What  disadvantages  ? 

10.  How  many  amendments  have  been  added  to  our  Constitution? 
Briefly,  what  does  each  amendment  provide  ? 

11.  In  addition  to  the  amendments,  mention  four  ways  in  which 
our  Constitution  has  grown.    (Jive  examples. 


12.  What  were  five  distinctive  features  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  which  proved  to  be  their  greatest  defects  ? 
Show  how  the  Constitution  provides  for  these  specific  de- 
fects* 

13.  What  was  the  fundamental  difference  between  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  and  the  Constitution  ? 

14.  Name  some  of  the  groups  and  individuals  who  favored 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.    What  argimenta  did  they 
advance  ?    Why  ? 

15.  What  groups  and  what  well-known  men  led  the  opposition 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ?    What  arguments  did 
they  advance  ?    Why  ? 

16.  How  many  states  were  required  to  ratify  the  Constitu- 
tion   before  it  could  become  the  law  of  the  land  ? 
15,    During  the  Constitutional  Convention,  two  different 
plans  were  proposed  known  as  the  "Virginia  Plan"  and  the 
"New  Jersey  Plan".    In  what  way  were  they  different  ?  By 
whom  were  they  proposed  ?    What  was  the  compromise  that 
finally  resulted  ? 

18.  What  did  the  individual  states  gain  by  entering  the 
Federal  union  ?    What  did  each  state  lose  ? 

19.  The  Constitution  was  not  framed  by  theoretical  radical 
revolutionists.    Is  this  statement  true  ?    Explain  your 
answer. 

20.  Where  may  one  find  the  American  "Bill  of  Rights"?  What 

rights  are  guaranteed  ?    How  do  you  explain  their  location 
in  the  Constitution  ? 
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Sl«    Why  Is  the  power  of  taxation  considered  the  most  funda- 
mental oharacteristio  of  sovereignty  ? 

22,    T7hy  is  the  creation  of  the  federal  judiciary  considered 
the  most  original  part  of  our  Constitution  ? 
23«    In  what  part  of  the  Constitution  are  most  of  our  civil 
liberties  found  ? 

24*    Head  the  Constitution  and  make  a  list  of  the  words  and 
phrases  which  you  do  not  understand  or  would  like  to  have 
explained.    Give  this  list  to  the  class  committee.  This 
committee  will  provide  you  with  the  information  you  require. 

25.  Did  the  Constitutional  Convention  have  the  power  to  write 
a  new  Constitution  ?    Why  were  the  sessions  held  in  secret  ? 

26.  The  delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  arrived 
at  an  early  agreement  on  certain  basic  principles.    List  the 
principles  upon  which  there  was  general  agreement.    How  pre- 
pare a  list  of  the  points  on  which  there  was  strong  disagree- 
ment.   What  is  your  explanation  for  this  mixture  of  feelings 
among  the  delegates  ? 

27.  Consult  a  copy  of  your  state  constitution.    Prom  the  pre- 
emible,  determine  the  purposes  of  your  state  government. 
Compare  them  with  the  purposes  given  in  the  Preamble  to  the 
Federal  Constitution.    What  similarities  and  differences  do 
you  find  ? 

28.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  terms-" separation  of  powers", 
and  "checks  and  balances".      Use  specific  examples  from  our 
Federal  government. 
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29.  Prepare  a  chart  showing  the  powers  granted  Congress  hy 
the  Constitution. 

30.  Our  Constitution  is  a  living  document.    Grlve  your  in- 
terpretation of  this  statement.    Can  you  illustrate  your 
answer  with  specific  examples  ? 

31.  Under  our  Constitution,  what  is  the  real  source  of 
government  authority  ? 

32*    Prepare  a  chart  that  will  illustrate  the  principles 
of  checks  and  "balances  found  in  our  Federal  government. 

33.  What  powers  are  specifically  granted  to  the  states  by 
the  Constitution  ?  What  powers  are  apecifioally  forbidden 
the  states  ? 

34.  Make  your  own  definition  of  democracy.    Does  it  exist 
in  your  home  ?    In  your  school  ?    Must  there  "be  limitations 
on  it  in  either  or  both  instances  ? 

35.  Did  the  Constitution  provide  a  democracy  for  the  people 
of  the  thirteen  colonies  ?    Give  this  question  careful  con- 
sideration and  be  ready  to  defend  your  answer  before  the 
class. 

36.  What  political  and  economic  interests  were  represented 
by  the  members  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  ? 

37.  What  well-known  leaders  of  this  period  were  not  among 
the  members  at  the  Constitutional  Convention  ?    Why  were 
they  absent  ? 

38.  What  resemblances  can  you  find  between  the  provisions  of 
the  first  ten  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution  and  the 
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38«  (contimied)    provisions  contained  in  the  Magna  Gharta, 
English  Bill  of  Rights,  and  the  Virginia  Declaration  of 
Rights  ?    Can  you  find  any  other  document  or  source  that 
might  aid  in  tracing  the  origin  of  these  civil  rights  ? 

39.  Give  at  least  one  example  of  each  of  the  following: - 
civil  liberties,  habeas  corpus,  ex  post  facto  law,  warrant, 
"due  process  of  law",  electoral  college,  general  welfare, 
and  impeachment. 

40.  How  can  you,  as  an  individual,  help  to  preserve  democ- 
racy in  America  ?    How  does  the  right  to  vote  allow  the 
American  people  the  opportunity  of  making  their  government 
as  democratic  as  they  wish  ? 

41.  According  to  the  Constitution,  how  shall  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  elected  ?    How  has  custom  affected 
this  provision  ? 

42 •    What  provisions  were  made  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  its  ratification  ? 

43#(  What  were  the  "Federalist  Papers"  ?    By  whom  were  they 
written  ?    What  purpose  did  they  serve  ? 

44.  What  promise  was  made  to  the  people  in  various  states 
in  order  to  have  the  Constitution  ratified  without  change  ? 

45.  What  provisions  were  made  in  the  Federal  Constitution 
to  meet  the  needs  of  our  future  territorial  expansion  ? 

46.  Many  people  think  that  our  Federal  government  has  become 

too  complicated.    They  say  it  is  a  "bureaucracy".    What  do 

you  think  this  means  ?    Why  do  you  think  the  Federal  govern- 
ment has  become  so  complicated  ? 
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47.  When  the  President  and  the  Congress  do  the  governing 
how  can  we  say  we  have  a  demooraoy  ?  In  wl»t  ways  do  the 
people  have  control  over  the  President  and  the  Congress  ? 

48.  In  time  of  war  do  we  have  freedom  of  speech  ?  Eiqplain. 

49.  Why  is  it  we  seldom  question  the  deoisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court? 

50*    What  qualifications  do  you  think  that  people  should 
have  to  he  elcted  to  Congress  ?    Why  ? 

Optional  related  activities: 

!•    How  do  you  account  for  the  increasing  functions  of 
government  ?    Do  you  believe  this  trend  should  be  viewed 
with  alarm  or  complacency  ?    Explain  your  position. 

2.  Each  week  on  the  radio  there  is  a  program  called  the 
"Town  Meeting  of  the  Air".  This  program  provides  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  hear  well-informed  people  discuss 

the  problems  which  concern  everyone  of  us.    Listen  to  several 
of  these  programs  and  prepare  a  report  giving  your  reactions 
to  the  points  under  discussion. 

3.  Does  our  Constitution  contain  any  provision  concerned 
with  public  education  ?    How  does  the  Federal  government 
contribute  to  the  educational  program  in  your  community  ? 
4«    In  parallel  columns,  list  some  of  the  problems  dealt 
with  by  the  Federal  and  State  governments.    Which  of  these 
fall  largely  to  one  area  of  government  ?    Which  ones  have 
to  be  dealt  with  by  both  ?    Which  require  the  closest 
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4*  foontimied)    coopere'tlon  ? 

5«    Gonelder  yourself  on©  of  the  delegates  from  Hew  Jersey 
at  the  Constitutional  Convention*    State  the  reasons  why 
you  are  advocating  the  principles  contained  in  the  so-called 
"Hew  Jersey  Plan".    If  you  prefer,  you  may  substitute  the 
"Virginia  Plan"  as  the  one  which  you  are  supporting.  Arrange 
with  the  teacher  how  the  report  will  be  made. 
6«    The  problem  of  interstate  commerce  was  very  important 
during  the  period  following  the  Revolution,  and  the  central 
government  did  not  have  the  power  to  control  it.    Today  it 
is  the  specific  power  of  Congress.    Prepare  a  report  on  the 
history  of  the  Interstate    Commerce  Commission  and  the  ser- 
vices it  provides  the  American  people  today. 
7«    A  small  committee  of  interested  students  might  hold  a 
convention  to  draft  a  constitution  for  the  class,  their  homo 
room,  or  a  club.    The  final  draft  might  be  presented  to  the 
class  for  their  discussion  and  approval.    Consult  the  teacher 
for  further  information. 

8.  If  you  care  to  further  your  knowledge  of  the  activities 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  you  will  find  several 
sources  available  in  the  library.    Arrange  with  the  teacher 
before  starting  this  activity. 

9.  Prepare  a  chart  comparing  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
with  the  Constitution.    Show  how  the  weaknesses  of  the 
Articles  were  corrected  in  the  Constitution. 
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10*    Dramatize  a  Few  England  Town  Meeting  in  which  the  new 
Constitution  is  being  discussed. 

11  •    Show  "by  means  of  a  cartoon  the  struggle  which  existed 
between  the  large  and  the  small  states  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention. 

12,  Organise  a  panel  discussion  of  country  men  around  a 
country  store  discussing  the  new  Constitution. 

13.  Write  an  editorial  showing  the  attitude  of  some  people 
toward  the  work  of  the  Constitutional  Convention. 

14«    Make  a  chart  showing  the  demands  of  the  different  in- 
terests groups  represented  in  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  the  compromises  which  finally  solved  these  differences. 
16.    On  a  map  of  the  colonies  put  the  date  on  which  each 
state  ratified  the  Constitution.    Indicate  by  means  of  some 
method  the  reasons  why  some  states  were  slow  to  ratify. 

16.  Prepare  very  carefully  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
which  you  believe  would  make  our  Constitution  provide  for 

a  "more  perfect  democracy".    Your  amendments  may  be  changes 
in  the  Constitution  or  additions. 

17.  Prepare  a  bibliography  of  five  books  which  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  bibliography  given  you  by  the  teacher.  These 
books  must  provide  additional  information  on  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution. 

18.  If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a  member  of  a  class 
committee  on  the  Constitution,  come  up  and  see  the  teacher 
and  make  arrangements  for  your  new  duties.    You  will  be 
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18»  (contiimed)    expected  to  "become  an  "axithorlty"  on  the 
Constitution.    It  should  he  good  fun. 

19 •    Follow  your  newspaper  carefully  for  a  week  for  news 
items,  pictures,  and  articles  dealing  with  civil  liherties. 
Mount  these  on  cardhoard  with  your  own  comment  attached  and 
bring  them  for  the  class  to  look  over. 

20.  Prepare  twenty-five  objective  questions  dealing  with 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution.    Ask  the  teacher  for 
help  and  instruction  in  how  to  prepare  good  objective  ques- 
tions. 

21.  Prepare  a  chart  of  the  Federal  Government  that  will 
show  the  three  branches  of  government,  the  organization  of 
each  branch,  and  some  of  the  important  powers  of  each. 

22.  Secure  the  following  information  about  your  own  repre- 
sentatives in  the  Federal  government:  In  what  congressional 
district  do  you  live  ?    How  many  congressional  districts 
are  there  in  your  state  ?    Who  is  the  congressman  from  your 
district  ?    Where  does  he  live  when  not  in  Washington  ?  To 
what  committees  do  your  representatives  in  Congress  belong  ? 

23.  A  committee  might  be  formed  to  follow  a  bill  through 
Congress.    Watch  the  papers  daily  for  information  concerning 
the  progress  of  this  bill.    The  committee  should  make  regular 
reports  to  the  class. 

24.  Arrange  a  bulletin  board  display  of  pictures  and  clipping 
showing  organization  and  work  of  the  three  branches  of  our 
Federal  government. 

25.  Using  some  graphic  form,  try  to  show  how  the  Federal 
government  does  "insure  domestic  tranquility." 

s 
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Aohievement  Test  Items: 

Real  the  following  statements  and  determine  whether 
yon  consider  them  to  be  true  or  false.    If  yon  believe  the 
statement  as  given  to  be  false  draw  a  circle  around  the 
ntimber  of  the  item.    If  you  believe  the  statement  to  be  true, 
draw  an  "X" through  the  number  of  the  item. 

1.  State  legislatures,  during  the  "Critical  Period",  were 
interested  in  the  interests  of  the  Union. 

2.  The  state  legislatures  reflected  the  interests  of  the 
merchants  and  businessmen  in  their  attitude  toward  cheap 
money. 

3.  Delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  were  called 
for  the  purpose  of  writing  a  new  Constitution. 

4.  Delegates  from  thirteen  states  met  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention. 

5*  The  delegates  at  the  Constitutional  Convention  represent- 
ed primarily  the  propertied  and  business  groups. 

6.  Well-known  men  such  as  Jefferson,  Samuel  Adams,  and 
Patrick  Henry  were  absent  from  the  Convention. 

7.  The  Confederation  Congress  could  not  stop  state  issues 
of  paper  money. 

8*    The  delegates  soon  agreed  that  the  revision  of  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  was  not  feasible. 

9o  The  delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  represent- 
ed a  good  cross-section  of  the  American  people. 

10.    The  delegates  agreed  that  the  sessions  of  the  Convention 

would  be  kept  secret. 
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!!•    The  small  states,  through  their  delegates,  demanded 
equal  representation  with  the  large  states  in  the  new  govern- 
ment* 

12»    Various  compromises  were  required  to  take  oare  of  the 
details  for  this  new  form  of  government. 
13«    Compromise  means  equality. 

14»    Many  delegates  refused  to  sign  the  new  Constitution. 

15.  The  new  Constitution  contained  a  provision  requiring 
every  state's  approval  before  it  could  become  the  law  of  the 
lande 

16.  The  new  Constitution  was  favorably  received  by  the 
people  in  the  thirteen  states. 

17.  The  "Federalist  Papers"  were  articles  explaining  and 
supporting  the  new  Constitution. 

18.  Alexander  Hamilton  did  not  approve  this  new  document. 

19.  The  people  criticized  this  Constitution  because  it  did 
not  contain  a  bill  of  rights. 

20.  The  rights  demanded  by  these  people  were  promised,  by 
supporters  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  form  of  amendments 

to  be  added  as  soon  as  the  new  government  could  be  establish- 
ed* 

21.  The  question  of  states  losing  their  sovereignty  under 
this  propsed  plan  of  government  was  not  considered  important 
by  the  people. 
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22.    The  new  Constitution  provided  a  strong  central  govern- 
ment. 

83.    The  new  Constitution  contained  many  practices  already 
established  In  many  of  the  state  constitutions. 

24.  This  new  document  contained  a  Preamble  which  explained  j 
the  purpose  of  this  new  form  of  government. 

25.  The  Preamble  states  that  the  Constitution  was  ordained 
and  established  by  the  people. 

26.  Under  the  Constitution  each  state  government  determines 
the  qualifications  of  the  voters  within  Its  boundaries. 

27.  There  have  been  thirty-five  amendments  to  our  Constitu- 
tion. 

28.  Individual  citizens  can  do  nothing  to  make  democracy 
function  better. 

29.  Citizens  of  a  democracy  should  believe  that  their  rlghti 
and  privileges  require  corresponding  duties  from  them. 

30.  The  Federal  Constitution,  as  originally  adopted,  pro- 
vided for  a  bicameral  legislature. 

31.  The  frame r 8  of  the  Constitution  provided  a  simple 
manner  for  providing  Constitutional  amendments. 

32.  A  system  of  checks  and  balances  was  provided  In  our 
Constitution  to  keep  any  one  department  or  branch  from 
becoming  too  powerful. 

33.  The  Virginia  Plan  of  representation  was  finally  In- 
corporated Into  the  final  draft  of  the  Constitution. 


34»    The  states,  under  tlie  Constitution,  retained  their 
former  powers. 

36.    The  Constitution  provided  for  one  hranoh  of  government 
which  would  have  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers. 

36.  The  powers  of  the  Federal  government  are  listed  in  the 
Constitution. 

37.  The  check  and  "balance  system  established  a  system  of 
sound  money. 

38.  The  judicial  power  was  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court  and 
such  other  courts  as  Congress  deemed  necessary. 

39.  The  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

40.  The  "body  of  men  we  elect  to  make  our  national  laws  is 
known  as  the  executive  "branch. 

41.  In  a  representative  democracy,  the  people  do  not  delegatf 
authority  to  others,  hut  take  a  direct  role  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

42.  Our  American  form  of  government  has  necessitated  a  large 
number  of  amendments  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people 

43.  The  Constitution  has  proved  to  be  a  flexible  document 
to  the  extent  that  it  has  required  few  changes  since  its 
origin. 

44.  Custom  has  added  unwritten  features  to  our  written  Con- 
stitution. 

45.  Our  national  government  today  provides  services  which 
the  framers  could  not  foresee. 
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46»  The  framers  of  the  Constitution  estahlished  the  cabinet 
system  as  an  aid  to  the  chief  executive* 

47 •    The  Federal  (Jovemment  was  given  complete  control  over 
interstate  commerce* 

48*    The  framers  of  the  Constitution  provided  for  members 
of  both  houses  of  Congress  to  be  elected  by  the  people, 
directly* 

49.    The  Constitution  contains  a  list  of  things  which  the 
states  cannot  do* 

50*  The  organization  of  our  state  governments  resembles 
very  closely  the  organization  of  our  Federal  government. 

MULTIPLE  CHOICE 

Below  are  several  questions  each  one  of  which  is 
followed  by  four  answers.    In  the  parentheses  at  the  left, 
place  the  number  of  the  best    answer.    Only  one  answer  is 
correct  for  each  question* 


A* 


B. 


(  )    The  President  of  the  United  States  is  elected  

1.    Directly  by  the  people* 

2«    By  vote  of  members  of  the  state  legislatures. 
3*    By  electors  chosen  by  the  people. 
4*    Every  eight  years* 


f  )    The  chief  method  used  to  adopt  our  Constitution  to 
economic  and  social  change  is  

1.    Presidential  proclamation,  as  need  arises. 

2*  Amendments. 
3*  Custom. 

4*    Interpretation  of  Constitutional  provisions  by 
our  oourta  *  
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(  )    A  service  provided  the  people  of  a  state  by  the 

Federal  government  must   

1#    Be  of  great  interest  to  every  citizen. 

2.  Be  administered  by  local  and  state  authorities. 

3.  Be  free  to  the  citizens. 

4.  Be  made  available  in  the  same  manner  to  all 
people  in  all  states. 


E. 


(  )      The  relationship  existing  between  state  and  local 
governments  is  that   

1»    Local  and  state  governments  may  not  interfere 
with  each  other. 

2.  Local  governments  are  more  important. 

3.  The  powers  of  the  local  government  are  granted 
it  by  the  state  constitution  or  legislature. 

4.  Local  and  state  governments  have  no  need  for 
cooperation. 

(  )      A  question  faced  by  the  delegates  at  the  Constitution 
al  Convention  was  

1.  How  to  weaken  the  powers  of  the  central  govern- 
ment. 

2.  How  to  spend  state  money  collected  from  taxation. 

3.  How  to  provide  fair  representation  for  large  and 
small  states. 

4.  How  to  control  political  parti ea« 


F. 

(  )      The  dooTunent  reporting  debates  in  Congress  is  oalled 

the  

!•  Congressional  Record. 

2»  Congressional  Directory. 

3«  Congressional  Journal* 

4.  Grovemment  Manual. 

(  )      A  "bill  vetoed  "by  the  President  may  still  become  a 
law  if  repassed  by   

1.  The  House  of  Representatives. 

2.  The  Senate. 

3.  Two-thirds  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

4.  A  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

COMPLETIOH 

Complete  the  following  sentences  using  the  word  or 
words  necessary  to  complete  best  the  thought  involved. 
Place  your  answer  in  the  space  provided  at  the  left  of 
each  item. 

  1^    There  are- — objectives  set  forth  in  the 

Preamble© 

  2.    The  Preamble  begins  with  the  words,  "We, 

the  of." 

  3.    Each  state  elects  members  of  the 

national  Senate. 

 4^    r^-j^Q  President  is  now  inaugurated  in  the 

month  of  . 

 5^    rp^e  President  is  the  chief  of  the  

branch. 


6.  The  first  ten  amendments  to  the  Constitntion 
are  known  as  our  . 

7.  The  Constitution  gives  the  power  to  lay 

and  collect  taxes  to  • 

8.  The  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  appoint- 
ed "by  • 

9.  Today  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
are  elected  directly  by  the  • 

10.    Decisions  handed  down  by  the          have  added 

unwritten  features  to  our  Constitution. 
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